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TERMS

Public Domain: Referring to an idea, work, or product, that is not protected
by intellectual property rights, therefore freely available for public use,
without credit or payment given to the creator.1

Fair Use: Conditions under which copying is not an infringement of US
copyright, which permits copying for purposes such as criticism, comment,
news, reporting, teaching, scholarship, and research.2

Open Access: Immediate, online research articles and materials coupled
with the rights to use these articles fully in the digital environment at no
cost.3

OER (Open Educational Resources): Teaching, learning, and research
materials that are either (a) in the public domain or (b) licensed in a manner
that provides everyone with free and perpetual permission to engaged in the
5R activities.4

1,2ALA glossary of library and information science, 4th ed.
3"Open Access Definition" by SPARC is licensed under CC BY 4.0 / A
derivative from the original work.
4"OER Definition" by Creative Commons is licensed under CC BY 4.0
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