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' On CKEOC Outstanding Participant: Sophia Choi

We have chosen Sophia Choi as one of thi
Originally from Seoul, South Korea, Soph
been long and winding. When we caught up with her to discuss her recent

matriculation to Azuza Pacific University in California, it was apparent that she

had found the right place to complete her college education.
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After graduating from
Inside this issue: School in Seoul in 1996, Sophia started her

postsecondary education at Dongnam Health

College in Suwon, South Korea. After two years

CKEOC Outstanding ~ 2-3 of studies, she graduated with her degree in

Participants (Cont.) Japanese and Tourism. In 2007 she immigrated
Fort Riley Education 4 to the United States and shortly thereafter had
Center Spotlight: little choice but to resume her education to learn
Southwestern College English. As a result, she started taking ESL
Financial Literacy 5 classes at several community colleges in and
Workshop & GED around New York City until 2011. The next year , -
Update Sophia had two major life events: She became a \/ 4
Motorcycle Safety 6 U.S. Citizen and she made the decision to serve ‘ L il
Course active duty in the U.S. Army. Compelled to take
BCCC Information 7 advantage of the educational benefits provided by the Army, Sophia enrolled in
classes at Barton Community College shortly after arriving at Fort Riley.
ACT Test Dates 8
While attending Barton Community College as a soldier on Fort Riley Sophia first
GED Class 9

heard about CKEOC. She came across a flyer at the Army Education Center
announcing a Financial Aid 101 workshop that CKEOC Coordinator, Ray Kruse,
was facilitating. Knowing that she would be leaving the army soon due to a
service related injury and faced with the challenge of financing her education
upon her departure, she decided to attend. Sophia got a great deal out of the

Orientation & CKEOC
Staff & Locations

CKEOC Information 10

wor kshop stating ol tried attending his
chance. They provided me with a lot of helpful strategies that | could use to
succeed in school . 6 I n addition to the

appointments to take advantage of many other CKEOC services and is very
appreciative of the assi st angerratomopllegee c e i
student in my family choosing a coll ege
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CKEOC Outstanding Participant: Sophia Choi (cont.)
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When asked if there was one thing she could say about
CKEOC she indicated that she considers the staff to be both
omentors and friendso.

Sophia indicated being a student in the Army was sometimes %

di fficult: ol had to go to the I
other month during school. The hardest moment was when |

had chemistry, because | could make it to only 50 % of the

class due to military training. 6 Now that she has ¢
her transfer to Azusa Pacific University, Sophia is truly being able to experience college life and focus on

her studies. OProfessors and students al ways positi
college offers me a lot of opportunities including: chapel, missions, scholarships, work study, study abroad
programs, i nventi on, busi ness, free tutoring, commut
am very excited about experiencing college |life even
me feel young all the time!o Being a devout Chri sti
Pacificds status as the second | argest evangelical u
practice her faith as part of her education.

Sophiads chosen major is Comp
Systems, and upon graduation she hopes to gain
employment as a federal government employee. She
appreciates the opportunities she has been given in the
U.S.A. and views her continued service as a way to
give back to this country. Sophia currently resides

with her mother, Okja Kim and two senior dogs: Dooli
(Shih Tzu) and Prince (Toy Poodle). She also has two
older brothers that live in Korea, one of which will be
visiting soon for a family trip to Disneyland! In her
spare time she likes to walk the dogs, hang out at the
beach and watch movies.
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Outstanding Participant: Ross Oeser

We are excited to announce Ross Oeser as one of EOCS®
Participants. Ross has been an exceptional participant of CKEOC. He
frequented the CKEOC office always making sure all his requirements
were completed and eager to continue his education in order to provide
a better life for his family. Undaunted by the challenge of balancing
school, work and a family, Ross continued to work toward his dream of
being an automotive technician.

Ross was introduced to CKEOC through a friend, Tyler, and encouraged
to attend a workshop provided by CKEOC at Barton Community

College Adult Learning Center GED program. After earning his

diploma, he decided to attend BCC and major in Automotive

Technol ogy. He said his ultimate t a
what he messed up. o6 He earned hi Au
Technology in December 2015. In addition to obtaining his certificate in
Automotive Technology, he received his Commercial Driving License
(CDL) from BCC in January 2016.
Ross took advantage of all the seryv
CKEOC staff was very helpful and offered encouragement to me. If it
werenot for Liz, I would not have b
aid process and all the requirement
<) / _dition to all the assistance with paperwork, he emphasized the benefit
\ he received from his campus visit to BCC. He was grateful for the in-
volvement of the CKEOC Staff in setting up and accompanying him
on that visit; not only to tour the campus but also for getting the
opportunity to discuss the automotive technology program with
coordinator, Ron Kirmer.
When asked about his college experience, he shared,
well, as fun. | would recommend checking out what BCC has to offer if you want to improve your abilities to
obtain a better paying job.6 Ross is currently worki
When he is not working, he loves spending time with his family. He lives with Taycota, his significant other,
his daughter, Khloe, 3 and his son, Layton, 2. His favorite football team is the Dallas Cowboys, therefore
during football season he is oOout of commissiondé wat

The | ast comment he wanted to make was, 0Go see CKEC
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Fort Riley Education Center Consortium Spotlight:

Southwestern College is a regionally accredited institution based out of Winfield, Kansas. It was

founded in 1885 by the United Methodist Church and as a non-profit college offers Bachelors,

Masters and Doctoral degreesongr ound and online. Southwestern C
division has assisted military personnel, veterans and their spouses for over 20 years. Southwestern
College is also a proud member of the College of the American Soldier (CAS) plus the Service

Members Opportunities Army Degree (SOCAD) system.

Sout hwesternds Michelle Hazelton, Fort Riley Adm
their families benefit greatly from the convenience and depth of undergraduate, graduate and

certification programs offered at Southwestern. All service members and their spouses receive

military tuition discounts plus they enjoy six -week classes with eight starts a year. Service members

also enjoy a dynamic credit transfer policy that allows the transfer of up to 64 credit hours from

their Joint Service Transfer (JST), previous college credit and/or credit by examination (CLEP/DST)

towards a degree.

The Fort Riley site offers several onsite programs including: Homeland Security, Elementary

Education, Early Childhood and Security Management. Southwestern also offers over 25 online
undergraduate, graduate and certification programs so service members can continue their
education no matter where |ife takes them. South
Assistance (TA), Gl Bill, Pell Grant, traditional Title IV and Federal Student Loans.




