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CKEOC Outstanding Participant: Paxton Hammeke

With Paxton Hammekeqd
achievements to celebrate, the Central
Kansas Educational Opportunity Center
(CKEOC) is proud to announce him as
this quarterds out st
TRIO has assisted Paxton in many ways.
While attending Central Plains High

School in Claflin, KS, he was involved

with Central Kansas Upward Bound.

This program helped him build his

strong connection with TRIiO. This
connection continued with Central

Kansas Educational Opportunity Center
(CKEOC) when after graduating in

2019, Paxton started preparing for

college. In order to secure funding, he

S
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Paxton Hammeke

needed assistance with the olTnramous

Free Application for

Feder al Student

several members in his family had previously turned to CKEOC for help,

he knew just where to go.

In Summer 2020, after completing one year of a Liberal Studies Associates
degree, Paxton again found himself needing guidance. His mom, who is
also a TRIO-CKEOC participant, encouraged him return to our office for
further direction on the next steps for his education and career. CKEOC
was able to provide assistance to him via Focus 2, which is an online career
readiness tool that helps students explore different career possibilities

using self-assessments. With Focus 2 the student is able to establish a
career path and identify the necessary educational requirements. Paxton
was very thankful for
and have helped me with so many things! | ask a lot of questions (maybe

the CKEOC staff
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CKEOC Outstanding Participant: Paxton Hammeke (cont.)

too much at times) and they have always been super patient and
understanding! o

With CKEOCO0s guidance, Paxton
as an educator. Currently attending Barton Community

Coll ege, he will be graduatin
Degree in Science with an Emphasis in Secondary Education.
When asked about his time at Barton Community College, he

excl ailmeadb,s ool ut ely | ove this e S
here at the end of the semesterd although | am very excited to
start my journey at EDupnghistiae S 0.

at BCC, Paxton has been a student ambassador, an active
member of Phi Theta Kappa and .uo-cermr—bs . Pr
for his outstanding grade point average. At Emporia State University, he will be majoring in

Secondary education with a minor in Political Science.

Upon reflecting on his college experience Paxtonrelateso | t has been absol-utely
and | have a lot of people to thank for it. | have had

nothing but tremendous support from family, friends,
teachers, and mlsulimategoalisiot yv. 6
use his degree to help educate the next generations to

come by providing them with the skills and knowledge

to be responsbml excitiedehs. e
future students and teach them the importance of

hi story and making their voi

Paxton has a strong desire to achieve in school,

however when he is home, he stays busy. In addition to
beingafull-t i me student he also works at Baileyds Food
enjoys working out, playing video games and hanging out with his friends. He is very excited to

continue his educational journey at Emporia State University in fall 2021.

CKEOC congratulates Paxton on his many achievements and we wish him the best of luck and
continued success.
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Brain Games: Spring Word Search
Spring
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CKEOC Staff Changes: Get to know us!

The Central Kansas Educational Opportunity welcomes Kendall
Meyer back to their staff as the Coordinator/Academic Advisor
in the Fort Riley area! Kendall used to work for CKEOC as the
Secretary/Data Specialist in Great Bend. After moving to
Manhattan he transferred to work as a Customer Service
Representative at Bartonds For
CKEOC staff Kendall worked as a financial aid advisor for
Kansas State University. In his free time Kendall enjoys being
outside and spending time with his dog, cat, and his family and
friends.

Ray Kruse, Centr al Kansas Educational Opp
former Coordinator/Academic Advisor for the Fort Riley Area,
has recently been promoted to the position of Project Director.
Ray brings with him eight years of experience with our
organization and is excited for this new opportunity. In addition
to overseeing the operations of the program, Ray will continue to
support participants from the CKEOC office in Grandview Plaza.
In his spare time, Ray enjoys listening to music, playing video
games and spending time with his wife, Angie and his cat,
Sydney.

Jamie Hatfield has recently gained a new title at the Central
Kansas Educational Opportunity Center. She will be the
Coordinator/ Academic Advisor for the Great Bend area. Jamie
will continue to support and assist participants in the area. Jamie
has a desire to support people who want to improve their lives
through education. Jamie is a first generation college student
and has a personal understanding of the challenges students face|
today. When Jamie is not at work, you can find her reading, bike
riding or at the dog park with her fur -babies, Piper, Morty and
Aurora.




