	Faculty Council Agenda

	Date
	April 8, 2026

	Location
	C-150

	Zoom
	https://zoom.us/my/brandon.steinert 



	Members  ✅=Present

	Justin Brown  
	✅
	Darlene Sabio  
	 ✅

	 Dr. Matt Connell  
	x
	Jason Lindstrom  
	 ✅

	Emily Cowles  
	✅
	Christian Rivas  
	 x

	Dr. Eric Foley 
	x
	 Dr. Brandon Steinert  
	✅

	Jennifer Steinert  
	✅
	Christopher Vanderlinde  
	 ✅

	Jason Murray  
	x
	Kaitlin Sill
	✅



	Topics
	Notes
	Actions/Votes

	1. Guest Speaker
	TBD! Waiting to hear back. 
Lindsey Bogner set for May
	No guest speaker today.


	2. Approval of Minutes
	
	JL moves to approve. JS 2nd
a. All approve


	3. President’s Staff
	Dr. Garstecki and Elaine are in favor of giving the chair a seat on President’s staff. This would give us an actual vote on policies and procedures and a voice in the room when they are discussed. 
They are also planning to attend the second FC meeting of every semester. 
	President Staff
a. BS: Admins want more involvement. FC Chair to be on President’s Staff in the future to have vote on important campus matters.
b. President and Vice President of instruction want to come on every 2nd meeting of the semester.
c. DS: Sounds like a nice idea.
d. JB: Purpose BS: As a guest speaker, giving updates. Open conversation.


	4. Elections
	Colvin Hooser – Fort Leavenworth (Music)
Laura Pratt – Grandview Plaza (OTIEC & OSH)
Amir Meraban – Barton Online (chemistry)
Chair will look a motion to approve all three as new members. 
Approved unanimously

	·  Elections
a. JL moves to approve all three. DS 2nd
b. All approve


	5. DIA Update 
(standing item)
	DIA recipients have been identified and notified! 😊 
Dr. Alejandro Avila – Music (Barton County Campus)
Juan Pepi III – Military Programs (Fort Riley Campus)


	DIA Update
a. JB: Will bring up possible changes to next FC meeting.


	6. Faculty Council Retreat
	Open discussion for 2026:
· Traditionally held in the summer.
· Small % attended in person 2025. 
· Most called in during meeting portion.

Brandon to send doodle poll with options. 
	FC Retreat
a. BS: Small attendance last year, both in-person and online. Future retreat thoughts?
b. DS: Great idea to ease in the three new members this time.
c. JB: Sometimes hard to meet during the Summer.
d. BS: Reach out to me and share your thoughts. First idea is to have it at Camp A for a half day. Will send email out for comments.
e. BS: Last year went near the end of June.
f. JB: Might be better more towards the end of the summer.


	7. Progress on Goals
	1. Communicating to faculty
(en masse and one-on-one). 
Christian Rivas & Brandon Steinert
a. 1-on1: Develop a plan/assignments.
b. En masse

2. Strategic Plan Communication
Matt Connell & Brandon Steinert
a. Ongoing as Elaine provides info.

3. Professional Development Opportunity Specific to Retention at Barton 
Jason Murray & ? 

	 

1. BS: Christian has a list. Brandon will probably remove himself for time considerations.
2. No update. Waiting on further communication.
3. BS: Dr. Brown has left. Waiting for new hire to work with. Shelfed until next year.

	8. Updates from Elaine
	Be sure to read the monthly update email from Elaine to Faculty Council. Come prepared with any comments. 

Kaitlin Sill – interested in being on LICC and scheduling committee. 

Emily Cowles – curious about course shell initiative.

Laura Pratt – Interested in serving on LICC. 
“I also wanted to clarify that the micro-credentials proposal submitted to VP Simons was for the OSH degree program, not the OSHA program. While OSHA and OSH classes share the same course codes, they are distinct programs.”

	No updates from Elaine. 

	9. Open Floor! 
	
	Nothing new to report

	Information Only
	
	






