INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING OUTCOMES
Overview
Barton adopted the Fundamental Learning Outcomes (FLOs) around 2004 after they were developed by an assessment team and approved during an all‑faculty meeting. These outcomes guided the College for more than twenty years and served as both the institutional and general education outcomes. 
As Barton strengthened its assessment practices, external reviewers from the Higher Learning Commission (HLC) affirmed this progress. HLC Assessment Academy mentors noted that the College was prepared to separate the fundamental outcomes from the general education outcomes, and the 2023 HLC peer review team also encouraged Barton to update the institutional framework. 
Faculty representatives on the Outcomes Assessment Committee (OAC) have reviewed these outcomes through several cycles. They have also been shared with faculty and staff in the Assessment Institute, whose feedback informed refinements and ensured alignment with Barton’s teaching practices and institutional priorities. 
OAC's choice to rename FLOs as Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILOs) reflects terminology used across higher education. Additionally, the outcomes were updated to reflect Barton’s current mission and strategic goals. The revisions preserve the original educational intent of the former FLOs. 
The following proposed Institutional Learning Outcomes provide a mission aligned and structurally sound replacement for the Fundamental Learning Outcomes. They preserve the educational intent of the FLOs, remove restricted Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) terminology, and reflect expectations common across higher education. 
If adopted, the proposed ILOs will provide Barton with a stable, mission aligned, and forward-looking foundation for institutional assessment.

MISSION ALIGNMENT
The proposed ILOs define how Barton will provide exceptional learning opportunities aligned with its mission. They do so by identifying the broad abilities that help students contribute meaningfully to their communities and engage responsibly in academic and workplace contexts. 
FLO TO ILO CONNECTIONS
	Purpose of Current FLO
	Purpose of Proposed ILO

	Critical Thinking
	Requires students to analyze and synthesize important parts of a subject, ask appropriate and useful questions, and solve problems. 
	Critical Thinking
	Expects students to analyze complex information, evaluate alternatives, and design effective solutions using evidence-based reasoning. 

	Life-Long Learning
	Focuses on relevance, responsible and independent learning habits, and understanding disciplinary values. 
	Essential Skills
	Expects students to manage responsibilities, collaborate effectively with others, apply professional skills, and use foundational academic abilities in academic and workplace settings. 

	
	
	Integrity
	Expects students to evaluate situations thoughtfully and consider relevant context before making responsible decisions. 

	Historical Perspective
	Requires students to describe how history works and how historical perspective strengthens understanding of a subject. 
	Literacy
	Expects students to apply literacy skills across academic and technological disciplines to advance ideas in academic, professional, and personal settings. 

	Technological Perspective
	Asks students to explain how technologies affect human life and shape the study of a subject. 
	
	

	Cultural Perspective
	Requires students to explain how culture develops, how culture shapes understanding of a subject, and how a subject develops within diverse cultures. 
	
	

	
	
	Citizenship
	Expects students to demonstrate an understanding of civic and community systems and reflect on their roles and responsibilities to engage responsibly in academic, workplace, or community settings.  





SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL
These Institutional Learning Outcomes are hereby submitted for formal approval to replace the Fundamental Learning Outcomes as Barton’s institutional level expectations for student learning. 
INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING OUTCOMES
Barton’s Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILOs) direct the entire curriculum. The ILOs relate the knowledge and skills presented within the curriculum to provide exceptional learning opportunities supporting student, community, and employee needs. 
1. Critical Thinking
Analyze complex information from multiple sources, evaluate alternatives, and design effective solutions using evidence-based reasoning in a variety of academic and professional settings.
2. Essential Skills
Demonstrate self‑management, interpersonal, professional, and life skills, including foundational academic abilities, to support success across Barton’s educational programs and workplace settings.
3. Integrity
Evaluate situations thoughtfully, consider relevant context and potential consequences, and make responsible decisions that reflect ethical reasoning in academic and professional settings. 
4. Literacy 
Apply literacy skills across academic and technological disciplines to express ideas clearly, make informed decisions, and engage meaningfully in academic, professional, and personal settings. 
5. Citizenship 
Demonstrate an understanding of civic and community systems and reflect on personal roles and responsibilities within them to engage responsibly and contribute to the public good.
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