
Accreditation 2026
Updates, Preparing for November, & Current AA Status



Opening Comments 
• A Year of Accreditation Visits!

oPrison Education Program Visits (September 2025)
 Ellsworth Correctional Facility
 Larned State Correctional Facility

oAdditional Location Visits (March 2026)
 Pratt Community College – Nursing Program
 Ft Riley Military
 AMR Topeka 

o "Mid-Cycle Visit" (November 2 & 3, 2026)



Pathways Comparison
Standard Pathway

o Prison Education Program Visits (September 2025)
 Ellsworth Correctional Facility
 Larned State Correctional Facility

o Additional Location Visits (March 2026)
 Pratt Community College – Nursing Program
 Ft Riley Military
 AMR Topeka 

o "Mid-Cycle Visit" (November 2 & 3, 2026)
o 2032 Reaffirmation Comprehensive Visit
o 2032 Federal Compliance Review

Open Pathway
o Prison Education Program Visits (September 2025)

 Ellsworth Correctional Facility
 Larned State Correctional Facility

o Additional Location Visits (March 2026)
 Pratt Community College – Nursing Program
 Ft Riley Military
 AMR Topeka 

o "Mid-Cycle Visit" (November 2 & 3, 2026)
o Years 5 – 9 Quality Initiative!
o 2032 Reaffirmation Comprehensive Visit
o 2032 Federal Compliance Review



Introduction to Peer Review Team
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Preparation for November Visit
Differences in Development and Preparation: 2022 vs 2026

2022
• Isolated AA Development

• AA Platform Not Accessible

• Paragraphs of AA Sent for Review

• Review Paragraphs Sent in Email, Isolated Comments

• Lack of Shared Timeline for AA Development

• AA in Full Available After Submission

• AA Rich in Evidence; "Dry" in Narrative

• Unexpected Twist in Schedule for Visit 

2026
• Team Approach to AA Development

• AA Developed in Common, Easily-Accessible Platform

• AA Core Components in Entirety Sent for Review

• Shared Access to AA Development Platform

• Strategic Timeline Established for AA Development

• AA Available Prior to Submission

• AA Story Narrative Supported by Evidence

• Clear Understanding of Schedule for Visit



Preparation for November Visit
August September October
Finish AA Development Planning Committee Continues Work Assurance Argument is “Locked”

Visit Subcommittee Begins Planning Final Feedback Opportunities of AA Preparation for Visit Schedule

Awareness Campaign AA is Loaded to Canopy Platform Final Preparations Completed

Work with Team Chair for Preparation Final AA is Shared Out Mock Practice Sessions

Continue Sharing AA Awareness Communications Continue Attend to Last Minute Items

November 2 & 3, 2026: Showtime!



Accreditation Argument Updates
• Criteria 1:

o1.A.-1.C. - Individual Reviews Completed
o Full Criteria 1 Out for Review (Deadline July 27th)

• Criteria 3:
o3.E.-3.G - Individual Reviews Complete
o3.D. - Upcoming

• Full Criteria Reviews – Focusing on Two Things:
oCohesiveness of All Criteria Together
o Fulfillment of the Criteria



Intersection with Strategic Planning
• Strategic Planning

oDrives mission
oOpportunity for innovation

• Accreditation
oDocuments fulfillment of mission
o Strategic Planning can support the 

documentation and the fulfillment 
of the mission.

oMission is also fulfilled in other 
operations and initiatives across 
the College.
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