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Ashworth, 

William 

 

 

Ogallala Blue: Water 

and Life on the High 

Plains 

 

 

New York: W.W. 

Norton & Co., 

2006; rpt. 

Woodstock, VT: 

Countryman 

Press, 2007 

 

Written in expressive 

yet urgent terms, this 

even-handed work 

provides case studies 

to describe the 

history and future of 

the Ogallala aquifer 

while invoking the 

deep-seated sense of 

place found in High 

Plains communities. 

 

BL; CC 
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Baker, T. 

Lindsay 

 

 

A Field Guide to 

American Windmills 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1984 

 

A comprehensive 

history and 

identification guide 

of windmill 

development, which 

remains an 

innovative example 

of technological 

adaptation on the 

plains. 

 

 

Clifton, 

Robert T. 

 

 

Barbs, Prongs, Points, 

and Stickers: A 

Complete and 

Illustrated Catalogue 

of Antique Barbed 

Wire 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1970 

 

 

An indispensable 

source on 

recognizing, 

categorizing, and 

cataloguing the 

numerous forms of 

barbed wire. 

 

 

Cunfer, Geoff 

 

 

On the Great Plains: 

Agriculture and 

Environment 

 

 

College Station: 

Texas A&M U. 

Press, 2005 

 

A powerful 

revisionist work on 

the interaction 

between humans and 

the natural world on 

the plains, arguing 

that a ñsteady-stateò 

land-use balance is 

sustainable over time, 

and providing a 

middle ground 

between the 

progressive and the 

declensionist 

approaches. 

 

 

Dale, Edward 

E. 

 

The Range Cattle 

Industry: Ranching on 

the Great Plains from 

1865 to 1925 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1929 

 

Classic work on the 

range cattle industry, 

particularly in 

Oklahoma, with a 

strong Turnerian 

stance. In the mid-

20th century, Dale 

and Osgood shaped 

the historic view of 

the 19th century 

range cattle industry 

in the U.S.  

 



 

 

3 

 

 

Fite, Gilbert 

C. 

 

 

The Farmerôs 

Frontier, 1865-1900 

 

 

New York: Holt, 

Rinehart & 

Winston, 1966 

 

 

The standard history 

of agricultural 

settlement on the 

Great Plains frontier. 

 

 

Grant, 

Michael 

Johnston 

 

 

Down and Out on the 

Family Farm: Rural 

Rehabilitation in the 

Great Plains, 1929-

1945 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

2002 

 

The author presents 

an economic history 

of the region and 

focuses on the 

ñborderlineò farmers 

who eke out a living. 

Grant argues the 

movement toward 

more efficient, 

corporate, 

mechanized farming 

was inevitable. 

 

 

Great Plains 

Committee 

 

 

The Future of the 

Great Plains 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: 

Government 

Printing Office, 

1937 

 

A Roosevelt 

administration 

investigatory report 

into drought and 

wind erosion effects 

in the Great Plains. 

Among other 

proposals, the New 

Deal assessment 

contains 

recommendations for 

government 

intervention into 

land-use management 

and soil erosion 

controls. 

 

 

Green, 

Donald E. 

 

 

Land of the 

Underground Rain: 

Irrigation on the 

Texas High Plains, 

1910-1970 

 

 

Austin: U. of 

Texas Press, 

1973 

 

 

An outstanding 

history of ground 

water irrigation on 

the West Texas 

plateau. 
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Hewes, Leslie 

 

 

The Suitcase Farming 

Frontier: A Study in 

the Historical 

Geography of the 

Central Great Plains 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1973 

 

Geographerôs 

informed and 

meticulous 

examination of the 

role of suitcase 

farmers 

(ñnonresidents living 

at least one county 

away from the land 

they workedò) along 

the Kansas-Colorado 

border. 

 

 

Hoy, James F. 

 

 

The Cattle Guard: Its 

History and Lore 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1982 

 

The author combines 

traditional history 

and range country 

folklore in presenting 

the cattle guard as a 

symbol of the 

modern American 

West alongside the 

windmill and barbed 

wire. Much of the 

work is based on oral 

interviews. 

 

 

Hurt, R. 

Douglas 

 

 

American Farm Tools: 

From Hand Power to 

Steam Power 

 

 

Manhattan, KS: 

Sunflower U. 

Press, 1982 

 

A fine technical 

survey of the 

invention and 

development of 

American farm 

implements and 

machinery, especially 

in the 19th century, 

although there are 

noticeable omissions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isern, Thomas 

D. 

 

Bull Threshers and 

Bindlestiffs: 

Harvesting and 

Threshing on the 

North American 

Plains 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1990 

Preceding Custom 

Combining on the 

Great Plains 

chronologically, the 

work relies on 

personal interviews, 

business records, and 

correspondence with 

participants in the 

harvesting process of 

the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries. 

 

BL; CC 
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Custom Combining on 

the Great Plains: A 

History 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1981 

In his treatment of a 

significant 

agricultural 

adaptation to the 

Great Plains, the 

author examines the 

system of custom 

harvesters who have 

cut grain from Texas 

to Saskatchewan 

since World War II.  

 

CC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North American 

Cattle-Ranching 

Frontier: Origins, 

Diffusion, and 

Differentiation 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1993 

A product of the 

authorôs study of 

cultural diffusion, 

this monograph is a 

revisionist 

explanation of the 

origins, spread, and 

patterns of cattle 

ranching in North 

America and the 

Caribbean. The 

author refutes Webb 

and his own earlier 

work by identifying 

the meeting point of 

Spanish and Anglo 

ranching traditions as 

late-18th century 

Louisiana. 
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Jordan, Terry 

G. 

 

 

Trails to Texas: 

Southern Roots of 

Western Cattle 

Ranching 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1981 

A major 

reinterpretation of the 

history of the open-

range cattle industry, 

which emphasizes its 

origins in a ñCarolina 

Hearth.ò This 

tradition spread via 

two routes into the 

coastal plains, 

northeast prairies, 

and Piney Woods of 

Texas. The author 

does not discount 

Hispanic influences, 

but rather asserts they 

have been overstated. 

 

 

Kansas Wheat 

Centennial 

Committee 

 

The Story of Turkey 

Hard Red Winter 

Wheat 

 

 

Hillsboro: 

Kansas Wheat 

Centennial 

Committee, 1974 

 

A short history of this 

influential crop 

introduced into 

Butler, Harvey, 

Marion, McPherson, 

and Reno Counties 

by Mennonites. 

 

 

Kromm, 

David E., and 

Stephen E. 

White, eds. 

 

 

Groundwater 

Exploitation in the 

High Plains 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1992 

 

A collection of 

essays by nine 

scholars and water 

professionals who 

examine the 

predicaments of 

groundwater use. 

 

 

Lauber, 

Patricia 

 

 

Cowboys and Cattle 

Ranching Yesterday 

and Today 

 

 

New York: 

Thomas Y. 

Crowell, 1973 

 

A history of the 

American cowboy 

and the modernizing 

influences of barbed 

wire, railroads, 

homesteaders, and 

scientific breeding on 

his industry. 
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Malin, James 

C. 

 

 

Winter Wheat in the 

Golden Belt of 

Kansas: A Study on 

Adaptation to 

Subhumid 

Geographical 

Environment 

 

 

Lawrence: U. of 

Kansas Press, 

1944 

An intensive regional 

study of agricultural 

adaptation in Riley, 

Geary, Dickinson, 

and Saline 

Countiesðthe 

transitional ñGolden 

Beltò from the 

bluestem pasture 

region of eastern 

Kansas to the wheat 

country of the Great 

Plains. 

 

 

McCallum, 

Henry D., and 

Frances T. 

McCallum 

 

 

The Wire That Fenced 

the West 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1965 

 

A history of a crucial 

agricultural 

advancement that 

ranges from the early 

barbed wire industry 

to developments at 

the time of 

publication 

 

 

Moon, David 

 

 

The American 

Steppes: The 

Unexpected Russian 

Roots of Great Plains 

Agriculture, 1870s-

1930s 

 

 

Cambridge, UK: 

Cambridge U. 

Press, 2020 

 

 

An environmental 

history that traces the 

movement of 

agricultural traditions 

and techniques from 

the Eurasian steppes 

to the Great Plains. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nordyke, 

Lewis 

 

 

Cattle Empire: The 

Fabulous Story of the 

3,000,000 Acre XIT 

 

 

New York: 

William Morrow, 

1949 

 

 

A history of the XIT 

Ranch from the point 

of view of the 

managers. 

 

 

Great Roundup: The 

Story of Texas and 

Southwestern Cowmen 

 

 

New York: 

William Morrow, 

1955 

 

A special edition for 

the Texas and 

Southwestern Cattle 

Raisers Association, 

this book describes 

the cattle industry in 

the Southwest. 
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Osgood, 

Ernest Staples 

 

 

The Day of the 

Cattleman: A Study of 

the Northern Range, 

1845-1890 

 

Minneapolis: U. 

of Minnesota 

Press, 1929 

 

A classic work on the 

open range cattle 

industry. The author 

focuses primarily on 

stockmenôs 

associations in 

Wyoming and 

Montana, with only 

two references to 

Kansas cattlemen. In 

the mid-20th century, 

Osgood and Dale 

shaped historic views 

of the 19th century 

range cattle industry 

in the U.S. Similar to 

Dale, this work is 

Turnerian in its 

perspective. 

 

 

Powell, John 

Wesley 

 

 

Report on the Lands of 

the Arid Region of the 

United States 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: 

Government 

Printing Office, 

1878 

 

One of the most 

important documents 

on land use in the 

American West, the 

report argued that the 

disposing of 160 

acres of public 

domain to private 

citizens was 

unfeasible beyond the 

100th meridian. 

Instead, 

recommendations 

included small-scale 

farms using 

communal surface 

irrigation and the 

encouragement of a 

pastoral economy 

based on sheep and 

cattle raising.  
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Reisner, Marc 

 

 

Cadillac Desert: The 

American West and Its 

Disappearing Water 

 

 

New York: 

Penguin Books, 

1993 (Rev. ed.) 

 

An indignant 

examination of 

Americaôs attempts 

to manage water 

resources in the arid 

West. Reisner is 

particularly scornful 

of the U.S. Bureau of 

Reclamation. 

 

 

Shannon, 

Fred A. 

 

 

The Farmerôs Last 

Frontier: Agriculture, 

1860-1897 

 

 

New York: 

Farrar and 

Rinehart, 1945 

An able scholarly 

narrative that focuses 

on soils, climate, and 

other natural forces 

as well as 

transportation, 

markets, credit, and 

finance. While Fite 

deals with settlement 

and adaptations 

within frontier 

agriculture, Shannon 

focuses on the 

expansion of 

agriculture and its 

challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherow, 

James E. 

 

 

A Sense of the 

American West: An 

Anthology of 

Environmental History 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1998 

 

A collection of 

fourteen insightful 

essays that reflect on 

the evolution of 

environmental and 

western history. 

 

 

Watering the Valley: 

Development Along 

the High Plains 

Arkansas River, 1870-

1950 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1990 

 

A thoroughly 

researched 

reformulation of the 

authorôs dissertation, 

which examines 

water resource 

development in the 

upper Arkansas basin 

between Pueblo, 

Colorado, and 

Garden City, Kansas, 

the ñenvironmental 

factor,ò and the 

ensuing 

consequences. 

 

BL 
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Starrs, Paul F. 

 

 

Let the Cowboy Ride: 

Cattle Ranching in the 

American West 

 

 

Baltimore: John 

Hopkins U. 

Press, 1998 

 

A historical 

geography that 

presents a balanced 

view of the legacy of 

ranching and range 

land, ranch culture 

and regional 

differences in 

attitudes toward the 

land, and the 

economic and 

ecological challenges 

modern ranchers 

experience. The best 

solution, the author 

argues, is for 

ranching in the West 

to be undertaken as a 

way of life. 

 

 

Weaver, John 

E. 

 

 

North American 

Prairie 

 

 

Lincoln, NE: 

Johnsen Pub. 

Co., 1954 

 

A synthesis of 

Weaverôs 40 years of 

studying the 

grasslands, including 

the general ecology 

of the prairie, 

changes since the 

time of settlement, 

and issues that have 

since arisen. 

 

 

Weaver, John 

E., and 

Frederick W. 

Albertson 

 

 

Grasslands of the 

Great Plains: Their 

Nature and Use 

 

Lincoln, NE: 

Johnsen 

Publishing Co., 

1956 

 

A companion volume 

to North American 

Prairie, this is a 

comprehensive 

survey of the 

numerous studies 

made on plains 

grasslands to the date 

of publication. 

 



 

 

11 

 

 

Wood, 

Charles 

 

 

The Kansas Beef 

Industry 

 

 

Lawrence: 

Regents Press of 

Kansas, 1980 

 

Excellent history of 

beef cattle production 

and marketing in 

Kansas primarily 

from 1900 to 1940. 

The work is 

particularly strong in 

delineating problems 

in the industry, such 

as animal disease. 

 

CC 

American Civil War  
Author(s) Title Publication Notes Location 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abel, Annie 

Heloise 

 

 

The American Indian 

and the End of the 

Confederacy, 1863-

1866 

 

 

Cleveland: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1925 

  

 

The American Indian 

as Slaveholder and 

Secessionist: An 

Omitted Chapter in 

the Diplomatic History 

of the Southern 

Confederacy 

 

 

Cleveland: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1915 

  

 

The American Indian 

in the Civil War, 

1862-1865 

 

 

Cleveland: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1919 

  

 

Adamson, 

Hans C. 

 

 

Rebellion in Missouri: 

1861ïNathaniel Lyon 

and His Army of the 

West 

 

 

Philadelphia: 

Chilton Co., 

1961 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Battle of Glorieta: 

Union Victory in the 

West 

 

 

College Station: 

Texas A&M U. 

Press, 2000 

 

  

CC 
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Alberts, Don 

E. 

 

 

Rebels on the Rio 

Grande: The Civil 

War Journal of A.B. 

Peticolas 

 

 

Austin: State 

House Press, 

1994 

 

  

 

Banasik, 

Michael E. 

 

 

Embattled Arkansas: 

The Prairie Grove 

Campaign of 1862 

 

 

Wilmington, NC: 

Broadfoot 

Publishing 

Company, 1996 

 

  

 

Bearss, 

Edwin C. 

 

 

The Battle of Wilsonôs 

Creek 

 

 

Springfield, MO: 

Wilsonôs Creek 

National 

Battlefield 

Foundation, 1992 

(4th ed.) 

 

  

 

Benedict, 

Bryce 

 

 

Jayhawkers: The Civil 

War Brigade of James 

Henry Lane 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2009 

 

  

 

Berlin, Ira, 

Joseph P. 

Reidy, and 

Leslie S. 

Rowland, eds. 

 

 

Freedomôs Soldiers: 

The Black Experience 

in the Civil War 

 

 

Cambridge, UK: 

Cambridge U. 

Press, 1998 

 

  

 

Berwanger, 

Eugene H. 

 

 

The Frontier Against 

Slavery: Western Anti-

Negro Prejudice and 

the Slavery Extension 

 

 

Urbana: U. Of 

Illinois Press, 

1967 
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Bird, Roy 

 

 

Civil War in Kansas 

 

Gretna, LA: 

Pelican Pub. Co., 

2004 

 

A narrative of the 

violence between 

pro- and anti-slavery 

guerrillas and local 

militias during the 

ñBleeding Kansasò 

era and the 

subsequent Civil 

War. 

 

CC 

 

They Deserved a 

Better Fate: The 

Second Kansas State 

Militia Regiment and 

the Price Raid, 1864 

 

 

New York: 

Cummings & 

Hathaway, 1999 

 

Chronicles the 2nd 

Kansas State Militia 

and its role in the 

repulse of Sterling 

Priceôs 1864 

invasion. 

 

CC 

 

Bisel, Debra 

Goodrich 

 

 

The Civil War in 

Kansas: Ten Years of 

Turmoil 

 

 

Charleston, SC: 

History Press, 

2012 

 

A readable yet 

comprehensive 

history of Kansas 

during the Civil War 

years that connects 

local events to 

national issues of the 

time. 

 

CC 

 

Blight, David 

W., ed. 

 

 

Passages to Freedom: 

The Underground 

Railroad in History 

and Memory 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: 

Smithsonian 

Press, 2004 

 

  

 

Boughton, 

Joseph S. 

 

 

The Lawrence 

Massacre by a Band of 

Missouri Ruffians 

Under Quantrell 

 

 

 

Lawrence: J.S. 

Boughton, 1863 

 

  

 

Brewerton, 

George 

Douglas 

 

 

The War in Kansas. A 

Rough Trip to the 

Border, Among New 

Homes and a Strange 

People 

 

 

New York: 

Derby & 

Jackson, 1856 

 

  

CC 
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Britton, 

Wiley 

 

 

The Civil War on the 

Border.  

Two volumes 

 

 

New York: G.P. 

Putnamôs Sons, 

1899 (3rd ed., 

rev.) 

 

  

 

Memoirs of the 

Rebellion on the 

Border, 1863 

 

 

Chicago: 

Cushing, Thomas 

& Co., 1882 

 

  

 

The Union Indian 

Brigade in the Civil 

War 

 

 

Kansas City, 

MO: Franklin 

Hudson Pub. Co., 

1922 

 

  

 

Brookshear, 

William Riley 

 

 

Bloody Hill: The Civil 

War Battle of Wilsonôs 

Creek 

 

 

Dulles, VA: 

Brasseyôs, 1995 

 

  

 

Brown, Dee 

Alexander 

 

 

The Galvanized 

Yankees 

 

 

Champaign: U. 

of Illinois Press, 

1963 

 

  

 

Brownlee, 

Richard S. 

 

 

Gray Ghosts of the 

Confederacy: 

Guerrilla Warfare in 

the West, 1861-1865 

 

 

Baton Rouge: 

Louisiana State 

U. Press, 1958 

 

  

 

Burke, W.S. 

 

 

Official Military 

History of Kansas 

Regiments During the 

War for the 

Suppression of the 

Great Rebellion 

 

 

Leavenworth: 

W.S. Burke, 

1870 
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Carroll, 

Dillon J. 

 

 

Invisible Wounds: 

Mental Illness and 

Civil War Soldiers 

 

 

Baton Rouge: 

Louisiana State 

U. Press, 2021 

 

A study of the 

psychiatric and 

emotional wounds 

suffered by Civil War 

veterans, their varied 

effects, and the 

medical science of 

the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Castel, Albert 

E. 

 

 

Civil War Kansas: 

Reaping the 

Whirlwind 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1997 

 

 

Reissue of A Frontier 

State at War. 

 

CC 

 

A Frontier State at 

War: Kansas, 1861-

1865 

 

 

Ithaca: Cornell 

U. Press, 1958 

 

A classic history of 

Civil War-era Kansas 

and the Trans-

Mississippi West that 

primarily explores 

political and military 

issues as well as 

economic and social 

aspects to a lesser 

degree. 

 

CC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Cattonôs Civil 

War 

 

 

New York: 

Fairfax Press, 

1984 

 

The author was a 

master of the 

narrative style of 

historical writing. 

Covering the war in 

the East, this work is 

a one-volume reprint 

of the Army of the 

Potomac trilogy: Mr. 

Lincolnôs Army, 

Glory Road, and A 

Stillness at 

Appomattox. 

Catton won the 

Pulitzer Prize for 

History for the third 

book. 

 

BL 
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Catton, Bruce 

 

 

The Civil War 

(Originally released as 

The American 

Heritage Short History 

of the Civil War) 

 

 

New York: 

Mariner Books, 

2004 

 

  

BL 

 

The Coming Fury 

(Volume One,  

Centennial History of 

the Civil War) 

 

 

Garden City, 

NY: Doubleday 

& Co., 1961 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A well-regarded 

trilogy that examines 

the warôs military, 

social, economic, and 

political issues. 

 

BL 

 

Never Call Retreat 

(Volume Three,  

Centennial History of 

the Civil War) 

 

 

Garden City, 

NY: Doubleday 

& Co., 1965 

 

 

BL 

 

Terrible Swift Sword 

(Volume Two,  

Centennial History of 

the Civil War) 

 

 

Garden City, 

NY: Doubleday 

& Co., 1963 

 

 

BL 

 

This Hallowed 

Ground: The Story of 

the Union Side of the 

Civil War 

 

 

New York: 

Doubleday & 

Co., 1956 

 

In one of the most 

admired general 

works in Civil War 

historiography, 

Catton weaves superb 

storytelling with 

sharp analysis. 

 

BL 

 

Clampitt, 

Bradley R., 

ed. 

 

 

The Civil War and 

Reconstruction in 

Indian Territory 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

2015 

 

  

 

Coakley, 

Robert W. 

 

 

The Role of Federal 

Military Forces in 

Domestic Disorders, 

1789-1878 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: Center of 

Military History, 

1988 

 

Two chapters discuss 

specifically the 

federal response to 

the Kansas violence 

of 1854-1859 and 

with John Brownôs 

raid at Harpers Ferry. 
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Colton, Ray 

C. 

 

 

The Civil War in the 

Western Territories: 

Arizona, Colorado, 

New Mexico and Utah 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1959 

 

  

 

Confer, 

Clarissa 

 

 

The Cherokee Nation 

in the Civil War 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2007 

 

  

 

Conner, 

Daniel Ellis; 

ed. Donald J. 

Berthrong and 

Odessa 

Davenport 

 

 

A Confederate in the 

Colorado Gold Fields 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1970 

 

  

 

Cooke, Philip 

St. George 

 

 

Cavalry Tactics; or, 

Regulations for the 

Instruction, 

Formations, and 

Movements of the 

Cavalry of the Army 

and Volunteers of the 

United States. Two 

volumes 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: 

Government 

Printing Office, 

1861 

 

  

 

Cornish, 

Dudley 

Taylor 

 

 

The Sable Arm: Black 

Troops in the Union 

Army: 1861-1865 

 

 

New York: W.W. 

Norton, 1966 

(Reprint) 

 

  

BL 

 

 

 

 

Cottrell, 

Steve 

 

 

The Civil War in 

Texas and New 

Mexico Territory 

 

 

Gretna, LA: 

Pelican Pub. Co., 

1998 

 

  

 

Civil War in the 

Indian Territory 

 

 

Gretna, LA: 

Pelican Pub. Co., 

1995 
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Cutrer, 

Thomas W. 

 

 

Empire of Sand: The 

Struggle for the 

Southwest, 1862 

 

 

Austin: State 

House Press, 

2015 

 

  

 

Theater of a Separate 

War: The Civil War 

West of the Mississippi 

River, 1861-1865 

 

 

Chapel Hill: U. 

of North Carolina 

Press, 2017 

  

 

Earle, 

Jonathan 

 

 

John Brownôs Raid on 

Harperôs Ferry: A 

Brief History with 

Documents 

 

 

Boston: 

Bedford/St. 

Martinôs Press, 

2008 

 

  

 

Earle, 

Jonathan, and 

Diane Mutti 

Burke, eds. 

 

 

Bleeding Kansas, 

Bleeding Missouri: 

The Long Civil War on 

the Border 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

2013 

 

A collection of 

essays on the 

violence along the 

Kansas-Missouri 

border that blends 

military, political, 

social, and 

intellectual history. 

In accordance with 

the evolving 

historiography, the 

border war is treated 

as a product of 

broader cultural and 

political influences. 

 

CC 

 

Edrington, 

Thomas S., 

and John 

Taylor 

 

 

The Battle of Glorieta 

Pass: A Gettysburg in 

the West, March 26-

28, 1862 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1998 

 

  

CC 

 

Edwards, 

Whit 

 

 

The Prairie Was on 

Fire: Eyewitness 

Accounts of the Civil 

War in the Indian 

Territory 

 

 

Oklahoma City: 

Oklahoma 

Historical 

Society, 2001 

(2nd ed.) 

 

  



 

 

19 

 

 

Eicher, David 

J. 

 

 

The Longest Night: A 

Military History of the 

Civil War 

 

 

New York: 

Simon and 

Schuster, 2001 
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migrations, habits, 
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A survey of existing 

literature on 

American cowboy 

lore and material 

culture. The author 

examines the 

differing cattle 

economies on 

northern, western, 

and southwestern 

ranges; social 

customs; gender 

roles; and the impacts 

exerted by Hispanic 

vaqueros and Native 

American cowboys. 
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development of 
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the Great Depression. 
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Wild Animals and 

Settlers on the Great 
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Prentice-Hall, 

1950 (2nd ed.) 

 

  

 

Hall, Thomas 

D. 
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Colorado Homesteads 

 

 

Niwot: U. Press 
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This work focuses on 

northeastern 

Colorado and 

provides a well-

researched social 

history of the 

homesteading 

experience for 

women in the South 

Platte Valley. The 

authorôs central thesis 

asserts access to land 

empowered women 

in families and 

society, and set the 

stage for greater 

flexibility in gender 

roles. 
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A history of pioneer 

life in Kansas and 

Texas in the 1860s 

and 1870s. Having 

lived in Abilene 

during the cattle era, 

the author examines 

the struggle to 

possess the Great 

Plains from a Free 

State-agrarian 

viewpoint. 
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the West 

 

 

Glendo, WY: 

High Plains 

Press, 2008 

  

 

Hine, Robert 

V., John 

Mack 

Faragher, and 

Jon T. 

Coleman 

 

 

The American West: A 

New Interpretive 

History 

 

New Haven: 

Yale U. Press, 

2017 (2nd ed.) 

  

 

Holt, Marilyn 

Irvin 

 

 

The Orphan Trains: 
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Chapel Hill: U. 

of North Carolina 

Press, 1984 

 

An examination of 

female Euro-

American pioneers 

and their written 

response to the land. 

The author alludes to 

Henry Nash Smithôs 

metaphor of Eden, 

and contends the 

frontier was a place 

for a woman to build 

a home and 

community within an 

allegorical cultivated 

garden. 
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A study of the 

literary tradition of 

American 

pastoralism and its 

frequent use of the 

ñland-as-womanò 

metaphor. 
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Norman: U. of 
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An exhaustive survey 

of the Great Plains 

region. The author 

was a rural 

sociologist and the 

greatest reviser of 

Webbôs thesis. He 

suggests that 

adaptation to the 

plains did not end 

with the settlement 

era, but needs to 

continue in 

contemporary times; 

identifies economic 

reserves, mobility, 

and flexibility as 

necessary traits for 

survival on the 

plains; and advocates 

for an administrative 

regionalism to 

address the needs and 

interests of the 

Plains.  
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Norman, OK: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 2008 

 

A study of 

steamboats on the 

Missouri from the 

opening of the fur 

trade to the end of 

short hauls in the 

20th century. The 

work is presented in 

the context of a 

western migration 

encouraged by 

growing American 

nationalism and 

technology 

developments. 
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Agriculture in 

Oklahoma Territory 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

2004 

Ecological and 

cultural history of 

territorial Oklahoma 

that uses settlement 

patterns of whites, 

blacks, and Kiowas 

in Blaine County as a 

case study. Lynn-

Sherow concludes 

that people, plants, 

and animals are not 

infinitely adaptable, 

and decries a number 

of policies and 

practices she believes 

are harmful and 

misguided. 
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Prolegomena to Its 

History with Addenda 

 

 

Lawrence, KS: 

The author, 1947 

The culmination of 

the authorôs 15 years 

of research into 

agricultural 

development and 

farming, this is a 

holistic work 

unmatched in breadth 

and depth on the 

natural and human 

history of the plains. 

Malin is arguably the 

most influential yet 

underappreciated 

historian of the 

American West. 

 



 

 

54 

 

 

Malone, 

Michael P., 

and Richard 

W. Etulain 

 

 

The American West: A 

Twentieth-Century 
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A modern history 

that surveys the 

seventeen contiguous 

states that comprise 

the West. The authors 

present the region as 

a constantly 

transforming, vibrant, 

and diverse place. 

Writing within the 

New Western History 

tradition, they assert 

the character of the 

West does not rely 

solely on a frontier or 

wilderness. 
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A study of the 

Overland Trail, with 

an emphasis on the 

six hundred-mile 

section between the 

Missouri River and 

Fort Laramie. The 

work is based on 

more than seven 

hundred primary 

narratives 
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A lively look at the 

controversy over the 

ñBuffalo Commonsò 

plan first proposed by 

Frank and Deborah 

E. Popper in the late 

1980s. 
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The reminiscences of 

Mayer as he 

describes his buffalo 

hunting experiences. 
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Series, ed. Ralph P. 

Bieber and LeRoy R. 

Hafen) 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1940 

 

Memoir that is a 

primary source on the 

origins of the cattle 

industry in the 

postbellum era. The 

author was the 

entrepreneur who 

introduced the cattle 

trade to Abilene. He 

covers a variety of 

topics including 

Texas fever, banking, 

railroad building, 

meat packing, cattle 

breeding, and aspects 

of the open range 

system. 
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David 

 

 

The Pioneers: The 

Heroic Story of the 

Settlers Who Brought 

the American Ideal 

West 

 

 

New York: 

Simon & 

Schuster, 2019 
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The Frontier Re-
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New York: 
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Expansionism, 1843-
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New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf, 
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Merk, 

Frederick, 

with Lois 

Bannister 

Merk 

 

 

Manifest Destiny and 

Mission in American 

History: A 

Reinterpretation 

 

 

New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf, 

1963 

An examination into 

the American 

ideologies of 

Manifest Destiny and 

Mission, and their 

significance in 

American 

expansionism. Merk 

defines mission as 

ñdedication to the 

enduring values of 

American 

civilizationò with a 

readiness to sacrifice 

in the interests of 

freedom. He argues 

proponents of 

manifest destiny were 

supporters of statesô 

rights and opposed to 

the nationalism of 

Hamilton and Clay. 
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LeRoy R. 

Hafen 

 

 

Bentôs Fort on the 
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Denver: State 

Historical 

Society of 
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Witnesses to a 

Vanishing America: 
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Princeton: 
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Press, 1981 
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Berkeley: U. of 
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Slavery and the 

American West: The 

Eclipse of Manifest 

Destiny and the 

Coming of the Civil 

War 

 

 

Chapel Hill: U. 

of North Carolina 

Press, 1997 

 

  

 

Nash, 

Roderick 

Frazier 

 

 

Wilderness and the 

American Mind 

 

 

New Haven: 

Yale U. Press, 

2014 (5th ed.) 

 

A classic study of the 

evolving perceptions 

of wilderness and its 

importance in the 

American experience. 

Nash expresses his 

core idea as 

ñwilderness is a state 

of mind é not so 

much what 

wilderness is but 

what men think it is.ò 

The new epilogue 

explores the future of 

wilderness and 

ponders its ethical 

and biocentric 

significance. 
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Gregory H. 

 

 

American Frontiers: 

Cultural Encounters 

and Continental 

Conquest 

 

 

New York: Hill 

& Wang, 1997 
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Frederick 

 

 

The Wild West: 

History, Myth and the 

Making of America 

 

 

Edison, NJ: 

Chartwell Books, 
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Distant Horizons: 

Documents from the 

Nineteenth-Century 

American West 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1999 
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Walter 

 

 

Into the West: The 

Story of Its People 

 

 

New York: 

Vintage Books, 

2001 

 

  

 

Parrish, 

Randall 

 

 

The Great Plains: The 

Romance of Western 

American Exploration, 

Warfare, and 

Settlement, 1527-1870 

 

 

Chicago: A.C. 

McClurg & Co., 

1907 

By his own 

admission, the author 

did not attempt a 

scholarly work. 

Instead, this book is a 

representative sample 

of the popular 

ñromantic historyò of 

the plains in its time  

 

 

Paul, Rodman 

W. 

 

 

The Far West and the 

Great Plains in 

Transition, 1859-1900 

 

 

New York: 

Harper & Row, 

1963 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Paxson, 

Frederic 

Logan 

 

 

History of the 

American Frontier, 

1763-1893 

 

 

New York: 

Houghton, 

Mifflin Co., 1924 

 

A student of Turner, 

the author was 

awarded the 1925 

Pulitzer Prize for 

History for this work, 

which influenced an 

entire generation of 

historians. 
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The Female Frontier: 

A Comparative View 

of Women on the 

Prairie and the Plains 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1988 

 

A study of womenôs 

shared experiences 

on the frontier and 

the full effects of 

their contribution to 

American expansion. 

Supported by a 

combination of 

public records and 

primary accounts, the 

author challenges 

persistent myths and 

points to areas for 

further study.  
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A History of the 
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Protection, Building of 

Railways, and the 

Disappearance of the 

Frontier 

 

 

Cleveland: 
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Men and Weapons on 

the Frontier, 1840-

1900 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1995 
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E. 

 

 

ñGrand Duke Alexis 

and the American 

West.ò In The Prairie 

Scout, 6. 
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the Westerners, 

1996 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandoz, Mari 

 

The Buffalo Hunters: 

The Story of the Hide 

Men 

 

 

New York: 

Hastings House, 

1954 

A study of the near-

annihilation of the 

great buffalo herds 

from 1867 to 1888. 

The author outlines 

the connection 

between buffalo and 

the Plain Indians, and 

demonstrates in 

elegiac qualities how 

the destruction of one 

led to the defeat of 

the other.  
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the Far Marias 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 
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Schlissel, 
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L. Ruiz, and 

Janice Monk, 

eds. 

 

 

Western Women: 

Their Land, Their 

Lives 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1988 

 

  

 

Sears, Paul B. 

 

 

Deserts on the March 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1980 (4th ed.) 

 

A landmark work 

inspired by the Dust 

Bowl, and written in 

the tradition of 

grasslands ecology. 

Treats the 

environmental 

problems of the Great 

Plains. 
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The Chisholm Trail: 

Joseph McCoyôs Great 

Gamble 

 

 

Norman: U. of 
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Yale U. Press, 

1990 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fatal 
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the Age of 

Industrialization, 

1800-1890 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1998 (Reprint) 
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Richard 

 

 

Gunfighter Nation: 

The Myth of the 

Frontier in Twentieth-

Century American 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1998 (Reprint) 

A thorough 

examination into the 

myth of the 

American frontier 

and how it has 

perpetuated itself in 

20th century 

American culture. 

The book traces the 

presence and impact 

of the mythical 

frontier ñin shaping 

the life, thought, and 

politics of the 

nation.ò 

 

 

Regeneration through 

Violence: The 

Mythology of the 

American Frontier, 

1600-1860 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2000 (Reprint) 

  

 

Smith, Henry 

Nash 

 

 

Virgin Land: The 

American West as 

Symbol and Myth 

 

 

New York: 

Vintage Books, 
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that blends literary 

criticism with 

anthropology, 

sociology, and 

economic and social 

history to interpret 

the American West 

as expressed in 

literature, mythology, 

and image. 
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Arizona Press, 
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New York: W.W. 
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Farrar & 

Rinehart, 1945 

 

  

 

Short Grass Country 

 

 

New York: 
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Pearce, 1941 
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Henry 
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of the Pikeôs Peak 

Gold Region, with 

Maps and Illustrations 
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Webb, Walter 

Prescott 

 

 

The Great Frontier 

 

 

Boston: 

Houghton 

Mifflin Co., 1951 

 

One of the authorôs 

landmark works, his 

ñboom hypothesisò 

suggests the 

expansion of 

Europeôs Great 

Frontier into the New 

World energized a 

moribund society and 

fueled growth in 

individualism, 

capitalism, and 

democracy. Once 

new lands 

disappeared, 

institutions became 

stressed, resulting in 

modern ecological 

and economic 

problems. 

 

 

The Great Plains 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

2022 

(2nd ed.) 

This work has been 

the foundation for all 

historical study of the 

Great Plains. As an 

environmental 

determinist, Webb 

presents his thesis of 

adaptation in the 

forms of the revolver, 

barbed wire, and the 

windmill. The new 

edition offers an 

introduction by 

Andrew R. Graybill, 

 

 

Webb, Wayne 

E. 

 

 

Buffalo Land: An 

Authentic Account of 

the Discoveries, 

Adventures, and 

Mishaps of a Scientific 

and Sporting Party in 

the Wild West 

 

 

Cincinnati: E. 

Hannaford & 

Co., 1872 
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Weber, David 
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The Mexican Frontier, 

1821-1846: The 

American Southwest 

Under Mexico 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1982 

 

  

 

The Spanish Frontier 

in North America 

 

 

New Haven: 

Yale U. Press, 

1992 

 

  

 

The Taos Trappers: 

The Fur Trade in the 

Far Southwest, 1540-

1846 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 
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Wellman, 

Paul Iselin 

 

 

A Dynasty of Western 

Outlaws 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1986 (Reprint) 

 

 

Chronicles the 

organized gangs of 

Midwestern bandits 

and killers who 

preyed on the public 

from the 1860s to the 

1930s. The author 

asserts Quantrillôs 

Lawrence raid can be 

connected to the 

Union Station 

Massacre through ña 

long and crooked 

train of unbroken 

personal 

connections.ò 
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The Trampling Herd: 

The Story of the Cattle 

Range in America 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1988 (Reprint) 

 

A comprehensive 

history of the cattle 

industry from 16th 

century Mexico to 

the date of 

publication, including 

the days of trail 

herds, the emergence 

of barbed wire, and 

the devastation of the 

ñBig Die-Up.ò 
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West, Elliott 

 

 

The Contested Plains: 

Indian, Goldseekers, 

and the Rush to 

Colorado 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1998 

The author uses the 

Cherry Creek gold 

rush as a central point 

to study human 

occupation and 

agency on the Great 

Plains. He compares 

and contrasts the 

Cheyennes and their 

use of the horse to 

gain wealth and 

power with the 

American drive to 

win riches from gold, 

land, and commerce.  
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Richard 

 

 

ñItôs Your Misfortune 

and None of My 

Ownò: A New History 

of the American West 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1991 

The author 

undertakes a 

thorough 

examination of the 

frontier and the West 

from a modern 

perspective. A key 

work for New West 

historians. 
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Wildman Letters, 

1859-1865, with Other 
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1859 

(Volume Seven, Far 

West and the Rockies 

Historical Series, 

1820-1875, ed. LeRoy 

R. Hafen and Ann W. 

Hafen) 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 
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Worster, 

Donald 

 

 

An Unsettled Country: 

Changing Landscapes 

of the American West 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1994 

 

In four political and 

critical essays, the 

author addresses 

human impact on 

landscape, wildlife, 

and climate. He 

asserts the West is 

not merely the 

product of political, 

economic, and 

cultural influences, 

but also natural 

environment. 

 

 

Dust Bowl: The 

Southern Plains in the 

1930s 

 

 

New York: 

Oxford U. Press, 

1979 

In his study of the 

Dust Bowl, the 

author asserts 

American capitalism 

and land exploitation 

are among the root 

causes. While his 

tone may border on 

choleric sermonizing, 

Worster does 

highlight the human 

costs. His 

conclusions are 

markedly different 

than those of 

Bonnifield. 
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Growth of the 
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Sweeny, 
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Prelude to the Dust 

Bowl: Drought in the 

Nineteenth-Century 
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Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 
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Utley, Robert 
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Billington, 

Ray Allen 

 

 

Americaôs Frontier 

Heritage 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1974 

 

Billington reassesses 

the validity of 

Turnerôs thesis by 

reviewing 

contemporary 

evidence and 

reiterates the frontier 

was a major 

influence on 

American 

civilization, although 

less so currently. The 

bibliographic notes 

are a valuable guide 

to the available 

frontier literature up 

to the date of 

publication. 

 

 

The Genesis of the 

Frontier Thesis: A 

Study in Historical 

Creativity 

 

 

San Marino, CA: 

Huntington 

Library, 1971 

 

Combining a 

biography of 

Turnerôs professional 

life with an 

intellectual history of 

his oeuvre, the author 

offers his analysis, 

interpretations, and 

conclusions on the 

frontier thesis. 

 

 

Westward Expansion: 

A History of the 

American Frontier 

 

 

New York: 

Macmillan Co., 

1967 (3rd ed.)  

A student of Paxson, 

the author compiled a 

voluminous synthesis 

of American 

westward migration 

by mainly drawing 

from secondary 

sources, with a few 

primary sources cited 

in specific 

incidences. Billington 

advocates for a 

modification of 

Turnerôs thesis 

instead of outright 

refutation. 
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Etulain, 

Richard W., 

ed. 

 

 

Writing Western 

History: Essays on 

Major Western 

Historians 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1991 

 

  

 

Gressley, 

Gene M., ed. 

 

 

Old West/New West: 

Quo Vadis? 

 

 

Worland, WY: 

High Plains Pub., 

1994 

 

 

Seven thought-

provoking essays on 

western 

historiography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacobs, 

Wilbur R. 

 

 

The Historical World 

of Frederick Jackson 

Turner: With 

Selections from His 

Correspondence 

 

 

New Haven: 

Yale U. Press, 
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On Turnerôs Trail: 

100 Years of Writing 

Western History 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1994 

 

  

 

Klein, Kerwin 

Lee 

 

 

Frontiers of Historical 

Imagination: 

Narrating the 

European Conquest of 

Native America, 1890-

1990 

 

 

Berkeley: U. of 

California Press, 

1997 

 

  

 

Limerick, 

Patricia 

Nelson 

 

 

The Legacy of 

Conquest: The 

Unbroken Past of the 

American West 

 

 

New York: W.W. 

Norton, 1987 

A foundational work 

of the ñNew Western 

Historyò school that 

emphasizes the 

importance of place 

and the continuity of 

the region, and stands 

in direct contrast to 

Turnerôs thesis.  
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Limerick, 

Patricia 

Nelson, 

Charles E. 

Rankin, and 

Clyde A. 

Milner II, eds. 

 

 

Trails: Toward a New 

Western History 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1991 

 

A collection of 

essays written by 

various New West 

historians. 
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Michael P., 

ed. 

 

 

Historians and the 

American West 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1983 

  

 

Milner, Clyde 

A., II, ed. 

 

 

A New Significance: 

Re-envisioning the 

History of the 

American West 

 

 

New York: 

Oxford U. Press, 

1996 

 

  

 

Nash, Gerald 

D. 

 

 

Creating the West: 

Historical 

Interpretations, 1890-

1990 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1991 

 

  

 

Nichols, 

Roger L., ed. 

 

 

American Frontier 

and Western Issues: A 

Historiographical 

Review 

 

 

Westport, CT: 

Greenwood 

Press, 1986 

 

  

 

Robinson, 

Forrest G., ed. 

 

 

The New Western 

History: The Territory 

Ahead 

 

 

Tucson: U. of 

Arizona Press, 

1997 

 

  

 

Shannon, 

Fred A. 

 

 

An Appraisal of 

Walter Prescott 

Webbôs The Great 

Plains: A Study in 

Institutions and 

Environment 

 

 

New York: 

Social Sciences 

Research 

Council, 1940 
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Taylor, 

George 

Rogers, ed. 

 

 

The Turner Thesis: 

Concerning the Role 

of the Frontier in 

American History 

 

 

Lexington, MA: 

D.C. Heath and 

Co., 1972 

A series of critical 

essays penned by 

leading frontier 

scholars in which 

Turnerôs thesis and 

its influence on 20th 

century America are 

debated. A sound 

introduction to 

Turnerôs concepts 

and his detractors. 

 

 

Tobin, 

Gregory M. 

 

 

The Making of a 

History: Walter 

Prescott Webb and the 

Great Plains 

 

 

Austin: U. of 

Texas Press, 

1976 

 

While biographically 

oriented, this is more 

a study of the origins 

of Webbôs thesis and 

subsequent book. 

 

 

Turner, 

Frederick 

Jackson 

 

 

The Frontier in 

American History 

 

 

New York: 

Henry Holt and 

Co., 1920 

A collection of 

writings by 

Americaôs premier 

frontier historian, 

including ñThe 

Significance of the 

Frontier in American 

History,ò which laid 

the foundation for 

future scholarship. 

Turnerôs central 

thesis asserts the 

frontier shaped many 

American 

characteristics, 

including attitudes 

toward democracy, 

nationalism, and 

individualism. 

 

 

Worster, 

Donald 

 

Under Western Skies: 

Nature and History in 

the American West 

 

 

New York: 

Oxford U. Press, 

1992 

Directly confronting 

Turnerôs thesis, this 

collection of essays is 

an assemblage of the 

ideas and 

interpretations that 

comprise the New 

Western History 

school. 
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George Rollie 

 

 

General William S. 

Harney: Prince of 

Dragoons 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

2001 

 

  

 

Albert, Don 

E. 

 

 

General Wesley 

Merritt: Brandy 

Station to Manila Bay 

 

 

Columbus, OH: 

Generalôs Books, 

2000 (Rev. ed.) 

 

  

 

Ambrose, 

Stephen E. 

 

 

Halleck: Lincolnôs 

Chief of Staff 

 

 

Baton Rouge: 

Louisiana State 

U. Press, 1996 

(Reprint) 

 

  

 

Bannon, John 

Francis 

 

 

ñBolton, Herbert 

Eugene.ò In 

Dictionary of 

American Biography: 

Supplement Five. Ed. 

John A. Garraty 

 

 

New York: 

Charles 

Scribnerôs Sons, 

1977 

 

  

 

 

Barde, 

Frederick 

Samuel, 

Comp. 

 

 

Life and Adventures of 

ñBillyò Dixon of 

Adobe Walls, Texas 

Panhandle 

 

 

Guthrie: Mrs. 

Olive Dixon, 

1914 

  

 

Beachum, 

Larry 

 

 

William Becknell: 

Father of the Santa Fe 

Trade 

 

 

El Paso: Texas 

Western Press, 

1982 
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Bicknell, 

Thomas C., 

and Chuck 

Parsons 

  

 

Ben Thompson: 

Portrait of a 

Gunfighter 

 

 

Denton: U. of 

North Texas 

Press, 2018 

 

This work highlights 

the urban settings of 

the postbellum 

American West as 

towns grew in size 

and importance. 

Thompson spent 

much of his life 

within various city 

limits, including the 

cowtown of Abilene, 

and the co-authors 

pierce the myths that 

surround this colorful 

gunman to present 

well-supported 

historical facts. 

 

 

Billington, 

Ray Allen 

 

 

Frederick Jackson 

Turner: Historian, 

Scholar, Teacher 

 

 

New York: 

Oxford U. Press, 

1973 

 

  

 

Bolton, 

Herbert 

Eugene 

 

Coronado on the 

Turquoise Trail: 

Knight of the Pueblos 

and Plains 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1949 

The classic biography 

of Coronado, 

renowned Spanish 

explorer of the plains, 

written by the 

founder of the school 

of borderlands 
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1966 (Reprint) 

 

The first of Siringoôs 

seven books, this 

rollicking work is 

unmatched in range 

literature and helped 

to propel the national 

myth of the cowboy.  

 

CC 

 

Smiken, 

Gerhard 

 

 

My Experiences on the 

Plains 

 

 

Wichita: Grit 

Printery, 1930 

 

  

 

Smith, 

Ronald D. 

 

 

Thomas Ewing, Jr.: 

Frontier Lawyer and 

Civil War General 

 

 

Columbia: U. of 

Missouri Press, 

2008 

 

  

CC 
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Spurgeon, Ian 

Michael 

 

 

Man of Douglas, Man 

of Lincoln: The 

Political Odyssey of 

James Henry Lane 

 

 

Columbia: U. of 

Missouri Press, 

2008 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stegner, 

Wallace 

 

 

Beyond the Hundredth 

Meridian: John 

Wesley Powell and the 

Second Opening of the 

West 

 

 

Boston: 

Houghton 

Mifflin Co., 1954 

 

With an introduction 

by Bernard DeVoto, 

this is a study of a 

highly influential 

figure in the debate 

over land and water 

policies in the 

American West. His 

contributions to 

opening the arid 

West and the growth 

of scientific inquiries 

likewise merit 

consideration. 

 

 

The Uneasy Chair: A 

Biography of Bernard 

DeVoto 

 

 

Garden City, 

NY: Doubleday, 

1974 

 

  

 

Steinbach, 

Robert H. 

 

 

A Long March: The 

Lives of Frank and 

Alice Baldwin 

 

 

Austin: U. of 

Texas Press, 

1989 

 

  

 

Streeter, 

Floyd 

Benjamin 

 

 

Ben Thompson, Man 

with a Gun 

 

New York: 

Frederick Fell, 

1957 

 

  

 

Strom, 

Charles G. 

 

 

Charles G. Parker: 

Wagonmaster on the 

Trail to Santa Fe 

 

 

White City, KS: 

Village Press, 

2000 
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Symonds, 

Craig L. 

 

Joseph E. Johnston: A 

Civil War Biography 

 

 

New York: W.W. 

Norton & Co., 

1992 

 

While the main focus 

of the work is on 

Johnstonôs 

Confederate service, 

the author does 

discuss his stint 

surveying the 

southern boundary of 

Kansas.  

 

 

Tanner, 

Karen 

Holliday 

 

 

Doc Holliday: A 

Family Portrait 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1998 

 

  

BL 

 

Tefertiller, 

Casey 

 

 

Wyatt Earp: The Life 

Behind the Legend 

 

 

New York: John 

Wiley & Sons, 

1997 

 

  

BL 

 

Thompson, 

Jerry D. 

 

 

Confederate General 

of the West: Henry 

Hopkins Sibley 

 

 

College Station: 

Texas A&M U. 

Press, 1996 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Utley, Robert 

M. 

 

 

Cavalier in Buckskin: 

George Armstrong 

Custer and the 

Western Military 

Frontier 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2001 

(Rev. ed.) 

 

This book, written by 

the ñDean of Western 

History,ò remains the 

best biography of 

Custer. 

 

 

Custer and the Great 

Controversy: The 

Origin and 

Development of a 

Legend 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1998 (Reprint) 

 

  

 

Custer and Me: A 

Historianôs Memoir 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2004 
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The Lance and the 

Shield: The Life and 

Times of Sitting Bull 

 

 

New York: 

Henry Holt and 

Co., 1993 

 

 

Utleyôs masterpiece. 

 

 

 

 

 

Vestal, 

Stanley 

 

 

Sitting Bull: 

Champion of the Sioux 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1957 (New ed.) 

 

  

 

Warpath and Council 

Fire: The True Story 

of the Fighting Sioux 

as Told in a Biography 

of Chief White Bull 

 

 

New York: 

Random House, 

1948 

  

 

Warren, 

Andrea 

 

 

The Boy Who Became 

Buffalo Bill: Growing 

Up Bill Cody in 

Bleeding Kansas 

 

 

New York: Two 

Lions, 2015 

  

CC 

 

Wheelan, 

Joseph 

 

 

Terrible Swift Sword: 

The Life of General 

Philip H. Sheridan 

 

 

New York: Da 

Capo Press, 2012 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wheeler, 

Homer W. 

 

 

Buffalo Days: Forty 

Years in the Old West: 

The Narrative of a 

Cattleman, Indian 

Fighter and Army 

Officer 

 

 

Indianapolis: 

Bobbs-Merrill, 

1925 

 

  

 

The Frontier Trail; or, 

From Cowboy to 

Colonel 

 

 

Los Angeles: 

Times-Mirror 

Press, 1923 
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Wilson, Ruby 

E. 

 

 

Frank J. North, 

Pawnee Scout 

Commander and 

Pioneer 

 

 

Athens, OH: 

Swallow Press, 

1984 

 

  

 

Winsor, 

Justin; ed. 

Wayne Cutler 

and Michael 

H. Harris 

 

 

Justin Winsor, 

Scholar-Librarian 

 

 

Littleton, CO: 

Libraries 

Unlimited, 1980 

 

Winsor was the first 

president of the 

American Library 

Association and the 

third president of the 

American Historical 

Association. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wooster, 

Robert A. 

 

 

Nelson A. Miles and 

the Twilight of the 

Frontier Army 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1993 

 

  

 

Soldier, Surgeon, 

Scholar: The Memoirs 

of William Henry 

Corbusier, 1844-1930 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2003 

 

  

 

Young, Otis 

E. 

 

 

The West of Philip St. 

George Cooke, 1809-

1895 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1955 

 

  

Commerce and Economics 
Author(s) Title Publication Notes Location 

 

Anderson, 

Terry L., and 

Peter Jensen 

Hill  

 

 

The Political Economy 

of the American West 

 

 

Lanham, MD: 

Rowman & 

Littlefield, 1994 

 

  

 

Coman, 

Katherine 

 

 

Economic Beginnings 

of the Far West: How 

We Won the Land 

Beyond the 

Mississippi. 

Two volumes 

 

 

New York: 

Macmillan Co., 

1912 
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Dary, David 

 

 

Entrepreneurs of the 

Old West 

 

 

New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf, 

1986 

 

 

A study of the 

merchants, fur 

trappers and traders, 

bankers, freighters, 

town promoters, land 

speculators, and other 

capitalists who came 

West in search of 

profit. The author 

asserts the Western 

values of 

independence, 

equality, and self-

reliance were 

developed during this 

competitive drive for 

material success. 

 

BL; CC 

 

Frazer, 

Robert W. 

 

 

Forts and Supplies: 

The Role of the Army 

in the Economy of the 

Southwest, 1846-1861 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1983 

An economic study 

of the army as ñthe 

single most 

significant factor in 

the economic 

development of the 

Southwest.ò Frazer 

utilizes a mixture of 

statistics and military 

records to support his 

argument, although 

he does not take the 

Santa Fe trade into 

account.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haywood, C. 

Robert 

 

 

ñPersonal Banking in 

Cattle Town Dodge 

City.ò In The Prairie 

Scout, 6. 

 

 

Manhattan: 

Kansas Corral of 

the Westerners, 

1996 

 

  

 

Trails South: The 

Wagon Road Economy 

in the Dodge Cityï

Panhandle Region 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1986 

  



 

 

97 

 

 

Kingsbury, 

John M.; ed. 

Jane Lenz 

Elder and 

David J. 

Weber 

 

 

Trading in Santa Fe: 

John M. Kingsburyôs 

Correspondence with 

James Josiah Webb, 

1853-1861 

 

 

Dallas: Southern 

Methodist U. 

Press, 1996 

 

  

 

Maggot, 

Noam 

 

 

Brahmin Capitalism: 

Frontier of Wealth 

and Populism in 

Americaôs First 

Gilded Age 

 

 

Cambridge: 

Harvard U. Press, 

2017 

 

  

 

Miller, Darlis 

A. 

 

 

Soldiers and Settlers: 

Military Supply in the 

Southwest, 1861-1885 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1989 

 

The author considers 

the armyôs supply 

system in the 

Southwest and 

additionally gauges 

the effects of forts 

and garrisons on 

local civilian 

economies. A worthy 

complement to 

Frazerôs earlier 

works. 

 

 

Miner, H. 

Craig 

 

 

Harvesting the High 

Plains: John Kriss and 

the Business of Wheat 

Farming, 1920-1950 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1998 

 

This work utilizes the 

Colby, Kansas-based 

farming magnate to 

demonstrate the High 

Plains are an area 

where productive 

dry-farming of wheat 

can be profitable, and 

that the business of 

farming must be 

pursued through 

planning, efficiency, 

and economy of 

scale. However, 

reviewers have noted 

the authorôs uncritical 

adoption of his 

subjectôs viewpoints. 

 

BL 
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Mumey, 

Nolie 

 

 

Old Ports and Trading 

Posts of the West: 

Bentôs Old Fort and 

Bentôs New Fort on 

the Arkansas River 

 

 

Denver: Artcraft 

Press, 1956 

 

  

 

Parish, 

William J. 

 

 

The Charles Ilfeld 

Company: A Study of 

the Rise and Decline 

of Mercantile 

Capitalism in New 

Mexico 

 

 

Cambridge: 

Harvard U. Press, 

1961 

 

  

 

Pelzer, Louis 

 

 

The Cattlemenôs 

Frontier: A Record of 

the Trans-Mississippi 

Cattle Industry from 

Oxen Trains to 

Pooling Companies 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1936 

Classic economic 

study of the cattle 

baronsô rise, and the 

financial 

mismanagement and 

lack of visionð

primarily the 

overstocking of 

ranges and 

overcapitalizationð

that brought about 

their downfall. 

 

 

Robbins, 

William G. 

 

 

Colony and Empire: 

The Capitalist 

Transformation of the 

West 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1994 

 

  

 

Schlebecker, 

John T. 

 

 

Cattle Raising on the 

Great Plains, 1900-

1961 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1963 

A dry, economic 

history that 

nevertheless ably 

chronicles 

developments after 

the open range 

period. 

 

 

Smith, 

Thomas T. 

 

 

The U.S. Army and the 

Texas Frontier 

Economy, 1845-1900 

 

 

College Station: 

Texas A&M U. 

Press, 1999 

 

 

An impressive 

analysis of the 

armyôs economic 

impact on a specific 

region. 
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Domestic Arts 
Author(s) Title Publication Notes Location 

 

Baker, James 

W. 

 

 

Thanksgiving: The 

Biography of an 

American Holiday 

 

 

Durham: U. of 

New Hampshire 

Press, 2009 

 

  

 

Cox-Paul, 

Lori A., and 

James W. 

Wengert 

 

 

A Frontier Army 

Christmas 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1996 

 

  

 

Grierson, 

Alice Kirk; 

ed. Mary L. 

Williams 

 

 

An Army Wifeôs 

Cookbook: with 

Household Hints and 

Home Remedies. 

 

 

Tucson: 

Southwest Parks 

and Monuments 

Assoc., 1972 

 

  

Early Voices 
Author(s) Title Publication Notes Location 

 

Abbott, E.C. 

ñTeddy Blueò 

 

We Pointed Them 

North: Recollections 

of a Cowpuncher 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1939 

 

  

 

Aldridge, 

Reginald 

 

 

Ranch Notes in 

Kansas, Colorado, the 

Indian Territory and 

Northern Texas 

 

 

New York: D. 

Appleton & Co., 

1884 

 

  

 

Barney, 

Libeus 

 

 

Letters of the Pikeôs 

Peak Gold Rush; or, 

Early Day Letters 

from Auraria 

 

 

San Jose, CA: 

Talisman Press, 

1959 
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Blue, Daniel 

 

 

Thrilling Narrative of 

the Adventures, 

Sufferings, and 

Starvation of Pikeôs 

Peak Gold Seekers on 

the Plains of the West 

in the Winter and 

Spring of 1859 

 

 

Chicago: 

Evening Journal 

Steam Print, 

1860 

 

  

 

Boys, Samuel 

Evan 

 

 

My Boyhood in the 

Flint Hills of Kansas, 

1873-1893 

 

 

Plymouth, IN: 

The author, 1958 

 

  

 

Clark, 

Thomas 

Dionysius 

 

 

The Rampaging 

Frontier: Manners 

and Humors of 

Pioneer Days in the 

South and the Middle 

West 

 

 

Indianapolis: 

Bobbs-Merrill 

Co., 1939 

  

 

Colt, Miriam 

Davis 

 

 

Went to Kansas: Being 

a Thrilling Account of 

an Ill-Fated 

Expedition to That 

Fairy Land, and Its 

Sad Results 

 

 

New York: 

Readex 

Microprint, 1966 

(Reprint) 

 

 

An account of the 

authorôs journey from 

New York to Kansas, 

and of the origins of 

the Vegetarian 

Settlement Company. 

 

CC 

 

Colt, Miriam 

Davis; ed. J. 

Christian Bay 

 

 

A Heroine of the 

Frontier: Miriam 

Davis Colt, 1856: 

Extracts from Mrs. 

Coltôs Diaries 

 

 

Cedar Rapids, 

IA: Torch Press, 

1941 

  

 

Cook, James 

H. 

 

 

Fifty Years on the Old 

Frontier as Cowboy, 

Hunter, Guide, Scout, 

and Ranchman 

 

 

New Haven: 

Yale U. Press, 

1923 
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Cordier, Mary 

Hurlbut 

 

 

Schoolwomen of the 

Prairies and Plains: 

Personal Narratives 

from Iowa, Kansas, 

and Nebraska, 1860s-

1920s 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1992 

  

 

Culley, 

Margo, ed. 

 

 

A Day at a Time: The 

Diary Literature of 

American Women 

from 1765 to the 

Present 

 

 

New York: 

Feminist Press, 

City U. of New 

York, 1985 

 

  

 

Dary, David 

 

 

Seeking Pleasure in 

the Old West 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1997 

 

A chronicle of leisure 

activities in the West 

that weaves data with 

anecdotes and 

quotations from first-

hand accounts. 

 

CC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dick, Everett 

Newfon 

 

 

From Horses to 

Horsepower: Life in 

Kansas, 1900-1925 

 

 

Topeka: Kansas 

State Historical 

Society, 1986 

 

  

 

The Sod-House 

Frontier, 1854-1890: 

A Social History of the 

Northern Plains from 

the Creation of 

Kansas & Nebraska to 

the Admission of the 

Dakotas 

 

 

New York: D. 

Appleton-

Century, 1937; 

rpt. Lincoln: 

Johnsen Pub. 

Co., 1954, 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1979 

 

A detailed social 

history of emigrant 

experiences that 

supplement the 

interpretations of 

Turner and Paxson. 

The authorôs 

narrative is mixed 

with witty and 

humorous anecdotes 

that establish the 

High Plains region as 

a unique social 

environment. Similar 

to Fite in timespan, 

Dick emphasizes the 

adversities of 

homesteading. 

 

CC 
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The Story of the 

Frontier: A Social 

History of the 

Northern Plains and 

the Rocky Mountains 

from the Earliest 

White Contacts to the 

Coming of the 

Homemaker 

 

 

New York: 

Tudor Pub. Co., 

1941 

 

  

 

Dickensen, 

James R. 

 

 

Home on the Range: A 

Century on the High 

Plains 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1995 

 

A cultural history and 

memoir that focuses 

on McDonald, 

Kansas, while 

relating the decline of 

farming 

communities. 

Agricultural 

mechanization and 

urbanization are 

identified as the chief 

causes. 

 

BL 

 

Dubbs, 

Emanuel, and 

John A. Hart, 

et al. 

 

 

Pioneer Days in the 

Southwest from 1850 

to 1879: Thrilling 

Descriptions of 

Buffalo Hunting, 

Indian Fighting and 

Massacres, Cowboy 

Life and Home 

Building 

 

 

Guthrie:  State 

Capital, 1909 

  

 

Ebbutt, 

Percy G. 

 

 

Emigrant Life in 

Kansas 

 

 

London: S. 

Sonnenschein & 

Co., 1886 
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Edwards, 

Richard, 

Jacob K. 

Friefield, and 

Rebecca S. 

Wingo 

 

 

Homesteading the 

Plains: Toward a New 

History 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

2017 

 

  

 

Gibson, 

George 

Rutledge 

 

  

Journal of a Soldier 

Under Kearny and 

Doniphan, 1846-1847 

(Volume Three, The 

Southwest Historical 

Series, ed. Ralph P. 

Bieber and LeRoy R. 

Hafen) 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1935 

  

CC 

 

Green, 

Charles R. 

 

 

Pioneer Narratives of 

the First Twenty-five 

Years of Kansas 

History 

 

 

Olathe: Charles 

R. Green, 1912 

 

  

 

Hafen, LeRoy 

R., ed. 

 

 

Colorado Gold Rush: 

Contemporary Letters 

and Reports, 1858-

1860 

(Volume Ten, The 

Southwest Historical 

Series, ed. Ralph P. 

Bieber and LeRoy R. 

Hafen) 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1941 

 

  

CC 

 

Hamilton, 

William 

Thomas 

 

 

My Sixty Years on the 

Plains: Trapping, 

Trading, and Indian 

Fighting 

 

 

New York: 

Forest and 

Stream Pub. Co., 

1905 

 

  

 

Herndon, 

Sarah 

Raymond 

 

 

Days on the Road: 

Crossing the Plains in 

1865 

 

 

New York: Burr 

Print Co., 1902 
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Holmes, 

Kenneth L. 

 

 

Covered Wagon 

Women: Diaries and 

Letters from the 

Western Trails. 

Eleven volumes 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1995-2000 

  

 

 

 

 

Hoy, James 

F., and 

Thomas D. 

Isern 

 

 

Plains Folk: A 

Commonplace of the 

Great Plains 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1987 

 

A charming 

anthology of human-

interest essays on the 

history and folklore 

of the plains region. 

Written for the 

popular and casual 

reader. 

 

CC 

 

Plains Folk II: The 

Romance of the 

Landscape 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1990 

A continuation of 

Plains Folk, these 

essays focus on the 

ethnic diversity, 

cultural heritage, 

folklore, and symbols 

of the Great Plains. 

 

CC 

 

Hunt, James 

Winford; ed. 

Robert F. 

Pace 

 

 

Buffalo Days: Stories 

from J. Wright Mooar 

 

 

Abilene, TX: 

State House 

Press, 2005 

  

 

Hunter, J. 

Marvin, ed. 

 

 

The Trail Drivers of 

Texas: Interesting 

Sketches of Early 

Cowboys and Their 

Experiences on the 

Range and on the 

Trail During the Days 

That Tried Menôs 

Souls 

 

 

San Antonio: 

George W. 

Saunders, 1920 

 

 

 

An assemblage of 

first-person accounts 

by men, and 

sometimes women, 

who embarked on the 

Long Drive. A classic 

primary source. 

 

 

Laune, 

Seigniora  

Russell 

 

 

Sand in My Eyes 

 

 

Philadelphia: J.B. 

Lippincott, 1956 

 

  



 

 

105 

 

 

Linville, 

Leslie 

 

 

My Life on the Kansas 

Plains 

 

 

Colby, KS: 

LeRoyôs 

Printing, 1967 

 

  

 

Linville, 

Leslie, and 

Bertha 

Linville  

 

 

Up the Smoky Hill 

Trail in 1867: With an 

Ox Drawn Wagon 

Train 

 

 

Osborne: 

Osborne Pub. 

Co., 1983 

 

  

 

Little, James 

A. 

 

 

What I Saw on the Old 

Santa Fe Trail: A 

Condensed Story of 

Frontier Life Half a 

Century Ago 

 

 

Plainfield, IN: 

Friends Press, 

1904 

 

  

 

James, 

Marquis 

 

 

The Cherokee Strip: A 

Tale of an Oklahoma 

Boyhood 

 

 

New York: 

Viking Press, 

1946 (Reprint) 

 

 

Twice awarded the 

Pulitzer Prize, the 

author recounts his 

childhood in Enid, 

Oklahoma. 

 

CC 

 

Jones, Mary 

Ellen 

 

 

Daily Life on the 

Nineteenth Century 

American Frontier 

 

 

Westport, CT: 

Greenwood 

Press, 1998 

 

  

 

Mead, James 

R.; ed. 

Schuyler 

Jones 

 

 

Hunting and Trading 

on the Great Plains, 

1859-1875 

 

 

Norma: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1986 

 

Combining Meadôs 

journal and letters, 

the work is a memoir 

of life on the Kansas 

prairies. Personally 

acquainted with 

Chisholm, William 

Mathewson, Carson, 

and Satanta, the 

author was one of the 

founders of Wichita. 

 

CC 
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Meriwether, 

David; ed. 

Robert A. 

Griffen 

 

 

My Life in the 

Mountains and On the 

Plains: The New 

Discovered 

Autobiography by 

David Meriwether 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1965 

 

  

 

Miller, 

Benjamin S. 

 

 

Ranch Life in 

Southern Kansas and 

the Indian Territory, 

as Told by a Novice 

 

 

New York: Fless 

& Ridge Printing 

Co., 1896 

  

 

Moody, 

Ralph 

 

 

Horse of a Different 

Color: Reminiscences 

of a Kansas Drover 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1994 

 

  

BL 

 

Myres, 

Sandra L. 

 

 

Westering Women and 

the Frontier 

Experience, 1800-

1915 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1982 

  

 

Otero, Miguel 

Antonio 

 

 

My Life on the 

Frontier, 1864-1882: 

Incidents and 

Characters of the 

Period When Kansas, 

Colorado, and New 

Mexico Were Passing 

Through the Last of 

Their Wild and 

Romantic Years 

 

 

New York: Press 

of the Pioneers, 

1935 

 

  

 

Peavy, Linda, 

and Ursula 

Smith 

 

 

Pioneer Women: The 

Lives of Women in the 

Frontier 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1996 
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Peck, Robert 

Morris, and 

George Bird 

Grinnell 

 

 

The Wolf Hunters: A 

Story of the Buffalo 

Plains 

 

 

New York: 

Grosset & 

Dunlap, 1914 

  

 

Ridings, Sam 

P. 

 

 

The Chisholm Trail: A 

History of the Worldôs 

Greatest Cattle Trail 

 

 

Guthrie: Co-

Operative Pub., 

1936 

  

 

Roosevelt, 

Theodore 

 

 

Ranch Life and the 

Hunting Trail 

 

 

New York: 

Century Co., 

1888 

 

  

 

Ruede, 

Howard; ed., 

John Ise 

 

 

Sod-house Days: 

Letters from a Kansas 

Homesteader, 1877-78 

 

 

New York: 

Cooper Square 

Publishers, 1966; 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1965 (Reprints) 

 

A collection of letters 

Ruede wrote to his 

family in 

Pennsylvania that 

reveal the brutal 

hardships and 

dreariness of 

homesteading on the 

prairie. A classic 

work of personal 

observations and 

experiences. 

 

CC 

 

Russell, 

Marion Sloan 

 

 

Land of Enchantment: 

Memoirs Along the 

Santa Fe Trail 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1981 

 

  

 

Russell, 

Osborne 

 

 

Journal of a Trapper: 

Nine Years in the 

Rocky Mountains, 

1834-1843  

 

 

Boise, ID: Syms-

York Co., 1914 

  

 

Ruxton, 

George 

Frederick 

Augustus 

 

 

Life in the Far West 

 

 

New York: 

Harper & Bros., 

1849 
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Schlissel, 

Lillian  

 

 

Womenôs Diaries of 

the Westward Journey 

 

 

New York: 

Schocken Books, 

1982 

 

  

CC 

 

Shaw, James 

 

 

Early Reminiscences 

of Pioneer Life in 

Kansas 

 

 

Atchison: Press 

of Haskell 

Printing Co., 

1886 

 

  

 

Smith, 

Reuben; ed. 

Lana Wirt 

Myers  

 

 

The Diaries of Reuben 

Smith, Kansas Settler 

and Civil War Soldier 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

2018 

 

An unequivocal and 

honest chronicle of 

life in ñBleeding 

Kansasò and of 

service in the Civil 

War. Later diaries 

recount Smithôs stint 

in state government. 

 

CC 

 

Springer, 

Marlene, and 

Haskell 

Springer 

 

 

Plains Woman: The 

Diary of Martha 

Farnsworth, 1882-

1922 

 

 

Bloomington: 

Indiana U. Press, 

1986 

  

 

Stewart, 

Elinore Pruitt 

 

 

Letters of a Woman 

Homesteader 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1989 

 

  

 

Strahorn, 

Carrie Adell 

 

 

Fifteen Thousand 

Miles by Stage: A 

Womanôs Unique 

Experience During 

Thirty Years of Path 

Finding and 

Pioneering from the 

Missouri to the Pacific 

and from Alaska to 

Mexico 

 

 

New York: G.P. 

Putnamôs Sons, 

1911 
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Stratton, 

Joanna L. 

 

 

Pioneer Women: 

Voices from the 

Kansas Frontier 

 

 

New York: 

Simon and 

Schuster, 1981 

 

A social history of 

early Kansas 

settlement centered 

on the reminiscences 

of eight hundred 

pioneer women. 

 

CC 

 

Street, 

William D.; 

ed. Warren R. 

Street 

 

 

Twenty-five Years 

Among the Indians 

and Buffalo: A 

Frontier Memoir 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

2015 

 

 

Introduced by 

Richard W. Etulain, 

this book is the 

reminiscences of an 

early settler in 

northwestern Kansas. 

 

CC 

 

Strong, Henry 

 

 

My Frontier Days and 

Indian Fights on the 

Plains of Texas 

 

 

s.l.: s.n., 1925 

  

 

Svobida, 

Lawrence 

 

 

Farming the Dust 

Bowl: A First-Hand 

Account from Kansas 

(originally published 

as An Empire of Dust) 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1986 (Reprint) 

 

 

Memoirs of a wheat 

farmer in southwest 

Kansas. 

 

CC 

 

Taylor, Ross 

M. 

 

 

We Were There on the 

Santa Fe Trail 

 

 

New York: 

Grosset & 

Dunlap, 1960 

 

  

 

Wiggin, Eliza 

Johnston 

 

 

Impressions of Early 

Kansas 

 

 

Wichita: Grit 

Printery, 1915 

 

  

 

Wells, 

Charles 

Wesley 

 

 

A Frontier Life: Being 

a Description of My 

Experience on the 

Frontier the First 

Forty-two Years of My 

Life 

 

 

Cincinnati: Press 

of Jennings & 

Pye, 1902 
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West, Elliott 

 

 

Growing Up with the 

Country: Childhood 

on the Far Western 

Frontier 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico, 

1989 

 

  

 

Wright, 

Robert Marr 

 

 

Dodge City: The 

Cowboy Capital and 

the Great Southwest in 

the Days of the Wild 

Indian, the Buffalo, 

the Cowboy, Dance 

Halls, Gambling Halls 

and Bad Men 

 

 

Wichita: Wichita 

Eagle Press, 

1913 

A history of the 

ñwicked city of the 

plainsò by the one of 

the townôs founders. 

A frontiersman of 

many years, the 

author was well-

acquainted with 

many of the 

celebrities of the 

time. 
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Belous, 

Richard, and 

Robert A. 

Weinstein 

 

 

Will Soule, Indian 

Photographer at Fort 

Sill, Oklahoma 

 

 

Los Angeles: 

Ward Ritchie 

Press, Ritchie & 

Simon, 1969 

 

  

 

Blum, Daniel 

C. 

 

 

A Pictorial History of 

the American Theatre, 

1860-1976 

 

 

New York: 

Crown Pub., 

1977 (4th ed.) 

 

  

BL 

 

Brackman, 

Barbara, and 

Cathy 

Dwigans, eds. 

  

 

Backyard Visionaries: 

Grassroots Art in the 

Midwest 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1999 

The works by 

ñoutsiderò artists are 

documented and 

preservation efforts 

by the Kansas 

Grassroots Art 

Association are 

highlighted. Ed Root, 

Charles F. Koester, 

Samuel P. Dinsmoor, 

and other artists are 

treated in thirteen 

essays supported by 

stunning 

photographs. 
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Broder, 

Patricia Janis 

 

 

Bronzes of the 

American West 

 

 

New York: Harry 

N. Abrams, 1974 

 

  

CC 

 

Carter, 

Matthew 

 

 

Myth of the Western: 

New Perspectives on 

Hollywoodôs Frontier 

Narrative 

 

 

Edinburgh: 

Edinburgh U. 

Press, 2014 

 

  

 

Current, 

Karen, and 

William R. 

Current, et al. 

 

 

Photography and the 

Old West 

 

 

New York: Harry 

N. Abrams, 1978 

 

  

 

Curry, Larry 

 

 

The American West: 

Painters from Catlin 

to Russell 

 

 

New York: 

Viking Press, 

1972 

 

  

CC 

 

Eichin, 

Carolyn 

Grattan 

 

 

From San Francisco 

Eastward: Victorian 

Theater in the 

American West 

 

 

Reno: U. of 

Nevada Press, 

2020 

 

  

 

Evenson, 

Jeffrey W. 

 

 

Art of the Lewis & 

Clark Trail 

 

Bismarck, ND: 

Whisperôn 

Waters, 2003 

 

  

CC 

 

Fairbanks, 

Jonathan L., 

contrib. 

 

 

Frontier America: The 

Far West 

 

Boston: Museum 

of Fine Arts, 

1975 

 

  

CC 

 

Hassrick, 

Royal B. 

 

 

Cowboys and Indians: 

An Illustrated History 

 

 

New York: 

Promontory 

Press, 1976 

 

  

CC 
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Horan, James 

David 

 

 

The Life and Art of 

Charles Schreyvogel: 

Painter-Historian of 

the Indian-Fighting 

Army of the American 

West 

 

 

New York: 

Crown Pub., 

1969 

 

  

 

The McKenney-Hall 

Portrait Gallery of 

American Indians 

 

 

New York: 

Crown Pub., 

1972 

 

  

CC 

 

Jackson, 

William H. 

 

 

The Diaries of William 

H. Jackson, Frontier 

Photographer: to 

California and Return, 

1866-67; with the 

Hayden Surveys to the 

Central Rockies, 

1873; and to the Utes 

and Cliff Dwellings, 

1874 

(Volume Ten, The Far 

West and the Rockies 

Historical Series, 

1820-1875, ed. LeRoy 

R. Hafen and Ann W. 

Hafen) 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1959 

  

CC 

 

Jurovics, 

Toby 

 

 

Framing the West: 

The Survey 

Photographs of 

Timothy Oô Sullivan 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: Library of 

Congress, 2010 

 

  

 

Koon, Helene 

 

 

How Shakespeare 

Won the West: Players 

and Performances in 

Americaôs Gold Rush, 

1849-1865 

 

 

Jefferson, NC: 

McFarland & 

Co., 1989 
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Künstler, 

Mort 

 

 

The Civil War 

Paintings of Mort 

Kunstler. 

Four volumes 

 

 

Nashville: 

Cumberland 

House, 2006-

2008 

 

  

 

Images of the Old 

West 

 

 

New York: 

Random House, 

1996 

 

  

 

Liang, Z.S., 

and Tom 

Saubert 

 

 

Z.S. Liang: Native 

Trails, Fresh Tracks 

 

 

Seymour, CT: 

Greenwich 

Workshop Press, 

2014 

 

  

 

Lomax, John 

Avery 

 

 

Cowboy Songs and 

Other Frontier 

Ballads 

 

 

New York: 

Macmillan 

Company, 1938 

(Rev. and enl. 

ed.) 

 

  

CC 

 

McCarthy, 

Frank C. 

 

 

The Art of Frank C. 

McCarthy 

 

 

New York: 

William Morrow 

& Co., 1992 

 

  

CC 

 

Mithio, 

Nancy Marie 

 

For a Love of His 

People: The 

Photography of 

Horace Poolaw 

 

 

New Haven: 

Yale U. Press, 

2014 

 

  

 

Russell, 

Nancy 

Cooper; ed. 

Thomas A. 

Petrie and 

Brian W. 

Dippie 

 

 

Back-Tracking in 

Memory: The Life of 

Charles M. Russell, 

Artist; Recollections, 

Reflections and 

Personal Perspectives 

by Nancy Cooper 

Russell 

 

 

Great Falls, MT: 

C.M. Russell 

Museum, 2021 
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Samuels, 

Peggy, and 

Harold 

Samuels 

 

 

Frederic Remington: 

A Biography 

 

 

Garden City, 

NY: Doubleday 

& Co., 1982 

 

  

 

Shapiro, 

Michael 

Edward, and 

Peter H. 

Hassrick, eds. 

 

 

Frederic Remington: 

The Masterworks 

 

New York: Harry 

N. Abrams, 1991 

  

 

Teague, 

Frances N. 

 

 

Shakespeare and the 

American Popular 

Stage 

 

 

Cambridge: 

Cambridge U. 

Press, 2006 

 

  

 

Terpning, 

Howard 

 

 

The Art of Howard 

Terpning 

 

 

New York: 

Bantam Books, 

1992 

 

  

 

Thomas, 

Dina, and 

Jessica 

Nugent 

 

 

The West in Action: 

Western and 

Historical Art by Andy 

Thomas 

 

 

Carthage, MO: 

Maze Creek 

Studio, 2012 

 

  

 

Troccoli, Joan 

Carpenter, ed. 

 

 

The Masterworks of 

Charles M. Russell: A 

Retrospective of 

Paintings and 

Sculpture 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2009 

 

  

 

Troiani, Don, 

Earl J. 

Coates, and 

Michael J. 

McAfee 

 

 

Don Troianiôs Civil 

War. Four volumes 

 

 

Mechanicsburg, 

PA: Stackpole 

Books, 2006 
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Vorpahl, Ben 

Merchant 

 

 

Frederic Remington 

and the West: With the 

Eye of the Mind 

 

 

Austin: U. of 

Texas Press, 

1978 

 

  

 

Weber, Eva 

 

 

Ansel Adams and 

Photographers of the 

Old West 

 

 

San Diego, CA: 

Thunder Bay 

Press, 2002 
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Abert, James 

William 

 

 

Report of an 

Expedition Led by 

Lieutenant Abert, on 

the Upper Arkansas 

and Through the 

Country of the 

Comanche Indians, in 

the Fall of the Year 

1845 é Journal of 

Lieutenant J.W. Abert, 

from Bentôs Fort to St. 

Louis in 1845. 

Senate Doc. No. 438, 

29th Cong., 1st Sess. 

(Serial No. 477) 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: Ritchie & 

Heiss, 1846 

  

 

Expedition to the 

Southwest: An 1845 

Reconnaissance of 

Colorado, New 

Mexico, Texas, and 

Oklahoma 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1999 
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Abert, James 

William; ed. 

John Galvin 

 

 

Through the Country 

of the Comanche 

Indians in the Fall of 

the 1845: The Journal 

of a U.S. Army 

Expedition Led by 

Lieutenant James W. 

Abert of the 

Topographical 

Engineers, Artist 

Extraordinary Whose 

Paintings of Indians 

and Their Wild West 

Illustrate This Book 

 

 

San Francisco: 

John Howell 

Books, 1970 

 

  

 

Western America in 

1846-1847: The 

Original Travel Diary 

of Lieutenant J.W. 

Abert Who Mapped 

New Mexico for the 

United States Army 

 

 

San Francisco: 

John Howell 

Books, 1966 

  

 

Albright, 

George Leslie 

 

 

Official Explorations 

for Pacific Railroads, 

1853-1855 

 

 

Berkeley: U. of 

California Press, 

1921 

 

  

 

Allen, 

Obridge 

 

 

Allenôs Guide Book 

and Map to the Gold 

Fields of Kansas & 

Nebraska and Great 

Salt Lake City 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: R.A. 

Waters, 1859 
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Ambrose, 

Stephen 

 

 

Undaunted Courage: 

Meriwether Lewis, 

Thomas Jefferson, and 

the Opening of the 

American West 

 

 

New York: 

Simon & 

Schuster, 1996 

A robust, captivating 

history of the Lewis 

& Clark expedition, 

in the context of a 

biography of Lewis. 

The author captures 

the courage, 

innovation, 

resourcefulness, and 

vision that fueled the 

trek, as well as 

emphasizes the 

relationship between 

the president and his 

private secretary. 

 

BL 

 

Atkinson, 

Henry 

 

 

Letter from the 

Secretary of War, 

Transmitting the 

Information é 

Respecting the 

Movements of the 

Expedition Which 

Lately Ascended the 

Missouri River, &c. 

House Doc. No. 117, 

19th Cong., 1st Sess. 

(Serial No. 136) 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: Gales and 

Seaton, 1826 

 

  

CC VF 

 

Bartlett, 

Richard A. 

 

 

Great Surveys of the 

American West 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1962 

 

  

 

Baughman, 

Robert W. 

 

 

Kansas in Maps 

 

 

Topeka: Kansas 

State Historical 

Society, 1961 

 

  

BL 
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Bell, John R. 

 

 

The Journal of 

Captain John R. Bell: 

Official Journalist for 

the Stephen H. Long 

Expedition to the 

Rocky Mountains, 

1820 

(Volume Six, The Far 

West and the Rockies 

Historical Series, 

1820-1875, ed. LeRoy 

R. Hafen and Ann W. 

Hafen) 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1957 

 

  

CC 

 

Bell, William 

Abraham 

 

 

New Tracks in North 

America: A Journal of 

Travel and Adventure 

Whilst Engaged in the 

Survey for Southern 

Railroad to the Pacific 

Ocean During 1867-8. 

Two volumes 

 

 

New York: 

Scribner, 

Welford, 1869 

 

  

 

Bender, 

Averam 

Burton, ed. 

 

 

Exploring 

Southwestern Trails, 

1846-1854 

(Volume Seven, The 

Southwest Historical 

Series, ed. Ralph P. 

Bieber and LeRoy R. 

Hafen) 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1938 

 

 

A collection of the 

travel journals and 

diaries composed by 

Philip St. George 

Cooke, William H.C. 

Whiting, and 

François X. Aubry. 

 

CC 

 

Bieber, Ralph 

P. 

 

 

Southern Trails to 

California in 1849 

(Volume Five, The 

Southwest Historical 

Series, ed. Ralph P. 

Bieber and LeRoy R. 

Hafen) 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1937 

  

CC 
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Blakeslee, 

Donald J. 

 

 

Along Ancient Trails: 

The Mallet Expedition 

1739 

 

 

Niwot: U. Press 

of Colorado, 

1995 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Bolton, 

Herbert 

Eugene 

 

The Spanish 

Borderlands: A 

Chronicle of Old 

Florida and the 

Southwest 

 

 

New Haven: 

Yale U. Press, 

1921 

  

 

Spanish Exploration in 

the Southwest, 1542-

1706 

 

 

New York: 

Charles 

Scribnerôs Sons, 

1916 

 

  

 

Brandon, 

William 

 

 

The Men and the 

Mountain: Fremontôs 

Fourth Expedition 

 

 

New York: 

William Morrow 

& Co., 1955 

 

  

 

Carvalho, 

Solomon N. 

 

 

Incidents of Travel 

and Adventure in the 

Far West: with Col. 

Fremontôs Last 

Expedition Across the 

Rocky Mountains 

 

 

New York: 

Derby & 

Johnson, 1856 

 

  

 

Chavez, 

Thomas E. 

 

 

Quest for Quivira: 

Spanish Explorers on 

the Great Plains, 

1540-1821 

 

 

Tucson: 

Southwest Parks 

and Monuments 

Association, 

1992 

 

  

 

Clark, 

Bennett 

Champ; ed. 

Ralph P. 

Bieber 

 

 

Diary of a Journey 

from Missouri to 

California in 1849 

 

 

Columbia: State 

Historical 

Society of 

Missouri, 1928 
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Clark, Calvin 

Perry 

 

 

Two Diaries: The 

Diary & Journal of 

Calvin Perry Clark 

Journeyed by Wagon 

Train from Plano 

Illinois to Denver and 

Vicinity Over the 

Santa Fe Trail in the 

Year 1859, Together 

with the Diary of His 

Sister Helen E. Clark 

Who Made a Similar 

Journey by the 

Northern Route in the 

Year 1860 

 

 

Denver: Denver 

Public Library, 

1962 

 

  

 

Cohen, Paul 

E. 

 

 

Mapping the West: 

Americaôs Westward 

Movement, 1524-1890 

 

 

New York: 

Rizzoli, 2002 

 

  

 

Cutter, 

Donald, and 

Iris Engstrand 

 

 

Quest for Empire: 

Spanish Settlement in 

the Southwest 

 

 

Golden, CO: 

Fulcrum Pub., 

1996 

 

  

 

Dale, 

Harrison 

Clifford, ed. 

 

 

The Ashley-Smith 

Explorations and the 

Discovery of a Central 

Route to the Pacific, 

1822-1829. With the 

Original Journals 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1941 

(Rev. ed.) 

 

  

 

Davis, 

Richard 

Harding 

 

 

The West from a Car 

Window 

 

 

New York: 

Harper & Bros., 

1892 
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Dodge, Henry 

 

 

ñReport on the 

Expedition of 

Dragoons, Under 

Colonel Henry Dodge, 

to the Rocky 

Mountains in 1835.ò 

House Doc. No. 654, 

24th Cong., 1st Sess. 

In American State 

Papers, Class V: 

Military Affairs 6. 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: Gales & 

Seaton, 1861 

 

  

CC VF 

 

Dunbar, 

Seymour 

 

 

A History of Travel in 

America, Showing the 

Development of Travel 

and Transportation 

from the Crude 

Methods of the Canoe 

and the Dog-sled to 

the Highly Organized 

Railway Systems of the 

Present. 

Four volumes 

 

 

Indianapolis: 

Bobbs-Merrill 

Co., 1915 

 

  

 

Eastin, 

Lucian J. 

 

 

Emigrantôs Guide to 

Pikeôs Peak 

 

 

Leavenworth 

City: L.J. Eastin, 

1859 

 

  

 

Emory, 

William 

Hemsley 

 

 

Notes of a Military 

Reconnaissance from 

Fort Leavenworth in 

Missouri to San 

Diego, in California, 

Including Part of the 

Arkansas, Del Norte, 

and Gila Rivers. 

Senate Exec. Doc. No. 

7, 30th Cong., 1st 

Sess. (Serial No. 505.) 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: Wendell 

and Van 

Benthuysen, 

1848. 

 

  

CC VF 
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Flint, 

Richard, and 

Shirley 

Cushing Flint, 

eds. 

 

 

The Coronado 

Expedition from the 

Distance of 460 Years 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 2003 

 

  

 

The Coronado 

Expedition to Tierra 

Nueva: The 1540-1542 

Route Across the 

Southwest 

 

 

Niwot: U. Press 

of Colorado, 

1997 

 

  

 

Documents of the 

Coronado Expedition, 

1539-1541 

 

 

Dallas: Southern 

Methodist U. 

Press, 2015 

 

  

 

A Most Splendid 

Company: The 

Coronado Expedition 

in Global Perspective 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 2019 

  

 

No Settlement, No 

Conquest: A History 

of the Coronado 

Entrada 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 2008 

 

  

 

Ford, Lemuel  

 

 

ñA Summer Upon the 

Prairie, by óFô.ò In The 

Call of the Columbia: 

Iron Men and Saints 

Take the Oregon Trail. 

Ed. Archer Butler 

Hulbert 

 

 

Denver: Stewart 

Commission of 

Colorado College 

and Denver 

Public Library, 

1934 
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Ford, Lemuel; 

ed. Nolie 

Mumey 

 

 

March of the First 

Dragoons to the Rocky 

Mountains in 1835; 

The Diaries and Maps 

of Lemuel Ford: A 

Biography of Ford 

with a History of the 

Dragoons, the 

Expedition, and a Map 

of the Route. 

 

 

Denver: Eames 

Bros. Press, 1957 

 

  

 

Fowler, 

Jacob; ed. 

Elliott Coues 

 

 

The Journal of Jacob 

Fowler, Narrating an 

Adventure from 

Arkansas Through the 

Indian Territory, 

Oklahoma, Kansas, 

Colorado, and New 

Mexico, to the Sources 

of Rio Grande del 

Norte, 1821-1822 

 

 

New York: 

Francis P. 

Harper, 1898 

 

  

 

Franzwa, 

Gregory M. 

 

 

Maps of the Santa Fe 

Trail 

 

St. Louis: Patrice 

Press, 1989 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter of J.C. Fremont 

to the Editors of the 

National Intelligencer, 

Communicating Some 

General Results of a 

Recent Winter 

Expedition Across the 

Rocky Mountains, for 

the Survey of a Route 

for a Railroad to the 

Pacific. Senate Misc. 

Doc. No. 67, 33rd 

Cong., 1st Sess. 

(Serial No. 705.) 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: Beverley 

Tucker, 1854.  
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Frémont, 

John Charles 

 

 

Report of the 

Exploring Expedition 

to the Rocky 

Mountains in the Year 

1842, and to Oregon 

and North California 

in the Years 1843-44. 

Senate Exec. Doc. 

174, 28th Congress, 

2nd Sess. (Serial No. 

461.) 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C: Gales and 

Seaton, 1845.  

 

  

 

Frémont, 

John Charles; 

ed. Donald 

Jackson and 

Mary Lee 

Spence 

 

 

The Expeditions of 

John Charles 

Fremont. 

Four volumes 

 

Urbana: U. of 

Illinois Press, 

1970 

 

  

 

Gard, Wayne 

 

 

Along the Early Trails 

of the Southwest 

 

 

Austin: 

Pemberton Press, 

1969 

 

  

 

Gilbert, 

Edmund W. 

 

 

The Exploration of 

Western America, 

1800-1850: A 

Historical Geography 

 

 

New York: 

Cambridge U. 

Press, 1933 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Goetzmann, 

William H. 

 

 

Army Exploration in 

the American West, 

1803-1863 

 

 

New Haven: 

Yale U. Press, 

1959 

 

  

 

Exploration and 

Empire: The Explorer 

and the Scientist in the 

Winning of the 

American West 

 

 

New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf, 

1966 
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Goodman, 

George J., 

and Cheryl A. 

Lawson 

 

 

Retracing Major 

Stephen H. Longôs 

1820 Expedition: The 

Itinerary and Botany 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1995 

 

  

 

Greeley, 

Horace 

 

 

An Overland Journey 

from New York to San 

Francisco in the 

Summer of 1859 

 

 

New York: 

Ballantine 

Books, 1972 

(Reprint) 

 

 

Travel narrative by 

the famed editor of 

the New York 

Tribune as he 

journeyed west, 

mainly by 

stagecoach, to 

California. 
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Green, Henry 

T. 

 

 

Report and Map of the 

Superintendent and 

Engineer of the Smoky 

Hill Trail Expedition 

 

 

Leavenworth: 

Daily Times and 

Job Printing 

Establishment, 

1861 

 

  

 

Gunn, Otis 

 

 

New Map and Hand-

Book of Kansas & the 

Gold Mines: 

Containing 

Descriptions and 

Statistics of the Indian 

Tribes, Settlement, 

Soil, Productions, 

Climate, Roads, Rail 

Roads, Telegraphs, 

Mail Routes, Land 

Districts, Legislatures 

&c. 

 

 

Pittsburg: W.S. 

Haven, 1859 
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Hafen, LeRoy 

R., ed. 

 

 

 

Fremontôs Fourth 

Expedition: A 

Documentary Account 

of the Disaster of 

1848-1849, with 

Diaries, Letters, and 

Reports by 

Participants in the 

Tragedy 

(Volume Eleven, The 

Far West and the 

Rockies Historical 

Series, 1820-1875, ed. 

LeRoy R. Hafen and 

Ann W. Hafen) 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1960 

  

CC 

 

Overland Routes to 

the Gold Fields, 1859, 

from Contemporary 

Diaries 

(Volume Eleven, The 

Southwest Historical 

Series, ed. Ralph P. 

Bieber and LeRoy R. 

Hafen) 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1942 

  

CC 

 

Pikeôs Peak Gold 

Rush Guidebooks of 

1859. By Luke 

Tierney, William B. 

Parsons, and 

Summaries of the 

Other Fifteen 

(Volume Nine, The 

Southwest Historical 

Series, ed. Ralph P. 

Bieber and LeRoy R. 

Hafen) 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 
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U.S. Coronado 

Exposition 
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1940 

 

  

 

 

 

Hammond, 

George P., 

and Agapito 

Rey, eds. 

 

 

Don Juan de Oñate, 

Colonizer of New 

Mexico, 1595-1628. 

Two volumes 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1953 

 

  

 

Narratives of the 

Coronado Expedition, 

1540-1542 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1940 

 

A collection of thirty 

major documents that 

comprise the 

combined narrative 

of Coronado and his 

conquistadores. The 

editorsô arrangement 

and footnoted 

introductory sketch 

enhance readability. 
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Hammond, 

George P., 

and Edgar R. 

Good 

 

 

The Adventure of Don 

Francisco Vásquez de 

Coronado 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1938 

  

 

Hart, Stephen 
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2019 

 

  

 

Pelzer, Louis 

 

 

Marches of the 

Dragoons in the 

Mississippi Valley, 

1833-1850 

 

 

Iowa City: State 

Historical 

Society of Iowa, 

1917 

 

  

 

Philbrick, 

Nathaniel 

 

 

The Last Stand: 

Custer, Sitting Bull, 

and the Battle of the 

Little Bighorn 

 

 

New York: 

Viking Press, 

2010 

 

  

 

Price, George 

F. 

 

 

Across the Continent 

with the Fifth Cavalry 

 

 

New York: D. 

Van Nostrand, 

1883 
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Pride, W.F. 

 

 

The History of Fort 

Riley 

 

 

Fort Riley: 

Cavalry School, 

Book Dept., 1926 

 

  

CC 

 

 

 

 

Prucha, 

Francis Paul 

 

 

 

Guide to the Military 

Posts of the United 

States 

 

 

Madison: State 

History Society 

of Wisconsin, 

1966 

 

  

 

The Sword of the 

Republic: The United 

States Army on the 

Frontier, 1783-1846 

 

 

New York: 

Macmillan, 1968 

 

  

 

Richardson, 

Rupert N. 

 

 

The Comanche 

Barrier to South 

Plains Settlement: A 

Century and a Half of 

Savage Resistance to 

the Advancing White 

Frontier 

 

 

Glendale, CA: 

Arthur H. Clark 

Co., 1933 

 

  

 

Rickey, Don, 

Jr. 

 

 

Forty Miles a Day on 

Beans and Hay: The 

Enlisted Soldier 

Fighting the Indian 

Wars 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1963 

 

A pioneering study 

drawn from the 

memories of 

surviving Indian 

Wars veterans, which 

inspired other 

western historians to 

delve more deeply 

into soldiersô letters 

and diaries. 

 

 

Risch, Ema 

 

 

Quartermaster 

Support of the Army: 

A History of the 

Corps, 1775-1939 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: 

Quartermaster 

Historianôs 

Office of the 

Quartermaster 

General, 1962 
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Robinson, 

Charles M., 

III  

 

 

The Plains Wars, 

1757-1900 

 

 

New York: 

Routledge, 2003 

 

This work assumes 

an international 

viewpoint, observing 

that Spain, Mexico, 

the Republic of 

Texas, and the 

Confederate States of 

America also 

engaged with Indian 

tribes in a multi-sided 

contest for 

dominance over the 

western plains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rodenbough, 

Theophilus F. 

 

 

From Everglade to 

Canon with the 

Second Dragoons 

 

 

New York: D. 

Van Nostrand, 

1875 

 

  

 

The Army of the 

United States: 

Historical Sketches of 

Staff and Line with 

Portraits of Generals-

in-Chief 

 

 

New York: 

Maynard, Merrill 

& Co., 1896 

 

  

 

Roe, Frances 

M.A. 

 

 

Army Letters from An 

Officerôs Wife, 1871-

1888 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1981 (reprint) 

  

CC 

 

Rogers, Fred 

B. 

 

 

Soldiers of the 

Overland: Being Some 

Account of the 

Services of General 

Patrick Edward 

Connor and His 

Volunteers in the Old 

West 

 

 

San Francisco: 

Grabhorn Press, 

1938 
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Rowe, Mary 

Ellen 

 

 

Bulwark of the 

Republic: The 

American Militia in 

the Antebellum West 

 

 

Westport, CT: 

Praeger, 2003 

 

  

 

Ryan, Gerry 

P., and 

Timothy K. 

Nenninger, 

eds. 

 

 

Soldiers and Civilians: 

The U.S. Army and the 

American People 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: National 

Archives and 

Records 

Administration, 

1987 

 

  

 

Schubert, 

Frank N. 

 

 

Voices of the Buffalo 

Soldier: Records, 

Reports, and 

Recollections of 

Military Life and 

Service in the West 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 2003 

A compilation of 

reminiscences, 

military reports, court 

and pension records, 

and magazine articles 

that illustrate life in 

the frontier army 

from the point of 

view of the soldiers 

themselves. Equally a 

documentary account 

and a social history. 

 

CC 

 

Secoy, Frank 

Raymond, 

and John C. 

Evans 

 

 

Changing Military 

Patterns of the Great 

Plains Indians  

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1992 (Reprint) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheridan, 

Philip Henry 

 

Outline Descriptions 

of the Posts in the 

Military Division of 

the Missouri, 

commanded by 

Lieutenant General 

P.H. Sheridan 

 

 

Chicago: 

Headquarters, 

Military Division 

of the Missouri, 

1872, 1876 
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Record of 

Engagements with 

Hostile Indians within 

the Military Division 

of the Missouri, from 

1868 to 1882 

 

 

Bellevue, NE: 

Old Army Press, 

1869 (Reprint) 

 

  

CC 

 

Sides, 

Hampton 

 

 

Blood and Thunder: 

An Epic of the 

American West 

 

 

New York: 

Doubleday, 2006 

 

  

 

Sklenar, 

Larry 

 

 

To Hell with Honor: 

Custer and the Little 

Bighorn 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2000 

 

The author 

challenges those who 

have criticized 

Custerôs tactical 

decisions during the 

battle. 

 

 

Slaughter, 

Linda W.; ed. 

Hazel 

Eastman  

 

 

Fortress to Farm; or, 

Twenty-three Years on 

the Frontier 

 

 

New York: 

Exposition Press, 

1972 

 

  

 

Smith, Duane 

A. 

 

ñThe Army and 

Western 

Transportation.ò In 

1959 

Brand Book of the 

Denver Westerners, 

15. Ed. Raymond G. 

Coldwell 

 

 

Boulder: Johnson 

Pub., 1960 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Smith, Sherry 

L. 

 

 

Sagebrush Soldier: 

Private William Earl 

Smithôs View of the 

Sioux War of 1876 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2001 

 

  

 

The View from 

Officerôs Row: Army 

Perceptions of 

Western Indians 

 

 

Tucson: U. of 

Arizona Press, 

1990 
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Spotts, David 

L.; ed. E. A. 

Brininstool 

 

 

Campaigning with 

Custer and the 
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Volunteer Cavalry on 

the Washita 

Campaign, 1868-69 

 

 

Los Angeles: 

Wetzel Pub. Co., 

1928 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Stallard, 
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Fanny Dunbar 

Corbusier: 

Recollection of Her 

Army Life, 1869-1908 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2003 

 

  

 

Glittering Misery: 

Dependents of the 

Indian-Fighting Army 

 

 

San Rafael, CA: 

Presidio Press, 
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Strate, David 

Kay 

 

 

Sentinel to the 

Cimarron: The 

Frontier Experience of 

Fort Dodge, Kansas 

 

 

Dodge City: 

Cultural Heritage 

and Arts Center, 

1970 

 

  

CC 

 

Tate, James 

P., ed. 

 

 

The American Military 

on the Frontier. 

Proceedings of the 

Seventh Military 

History Symposium. 

USAF Academy, 1976 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: Office of 

Air Force 

History, 1978 

 

  

CC VF 

 

Tate, Michael 

L. 

 

 

The Frontier Army in 

the Settlement of the 

West 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1999 
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Taylor, Joe 

F., ed. 

 

 

The Indian Campaign 

on the Staked Plains, 

1874-1875: Military 

Correspondence from 

War Department, 

Adjutant Generalôs 

Office, File 2815ï

1874 

 

 

Canyon, TX: 

Panhandle-Plains 

Historical 

Society, 1962 

 

  

 

Uglow, Loyd 

 

 

Standing in the Gap: 

Army Outposts, Picket 

Stations, and the 

Pacification of the 

Texas Frontier, 1866-

1886 

 

 

Fort Worth: 

Texas Christian 

U. Press, 2001 

  

 

United States 

Army 

 

 

History of the First 

U.S. Cavalry, 1833-

1906 

 

 

s.l.: Regimental 

Press, 1906 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United States 

Congress. 

House 

 

 

Letter from the 

Secretary of War, in 

Reply to the 

Resolution of the 

House of 

Representatives of the 

24th Ultimo, Relative 

to the Plan Proposed 

for the Defence of the 

Western Frontier. 

House Doc. No. 161, 

26th Cong., 1st Sess. 

(Serial No. 366) 

 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: Blair & 

Rives, 1840. 

 

  

CC VF 
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Report on a Military 
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Movements Against 

the Indians. House 
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Washington, 

D.C.: Cornelius 

Wendell, 1857 

 

  

CC VF 
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The United States 
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Infantry: An 

Illustrated History, 

1775-1918 

 

 

Norman: U. of 
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Oklahoma Press, 

2018 

  

 

Frontier Regulars: 

The United States 

Army and the Indian, 
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New York: 

Macmillan, 1973 

 

 

 

 

The standard sources 
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acclaimed scholar. 

 

 

Frontiersmen in Blue: 

The United States 

Army and the Indian, 

1848-1865 

 

 

New York: 

Macmillan, 1967 

 

CC 



 

 

170 

 

 

The Indian Frontier, 

1846-1890 
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the American 

Frontier, 1821-1846 
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The American Military 
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States Army in the 
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of New Mexico 
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Policy, 1865-1903 

 

 

New Haven: 

Yale U. Press, 
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Army War 

College 

(U.S.) 

 

 

The Thirty-fifth 

Division, 1917-1918: 

An Analytical Study 

 

 

[Carlisle 

Barracks, PA]: 

Historical 

Section, Army 

War College, 

1922? 

 

  

 

Boot, Max 

 

 

The Savage Wars of 

Peace: Small Wars 

and the Rise of 

American Power 

 

 

New York: Basic 

Books, 2002 

 

 

  

BL 

 

Calhoun, 

Emile M; ed. 

Michael C. 

Joseph 

 

 

WWI Diary of Pvt. 

Emile M. Calhoun, 

April 1918-June 1919, 

353rd Infantry 

Medical Detachment, 
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Independence, 

MO: Two Trails 

Pub., 1999 

  

 

Carter, Robert 

Dexter; ed. 

Michael E. 

Shay 

 

 

A Civilian in Lawtonôs 

1899 Philippine 

Campaign: The 

Letters of Robert D. 
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Missouri Press, 
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Clarence C. 
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Army and the Mexican 

Irregulars 

 

 

New York: 

Macmillan, 1969 
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New York: W.W. 

Norton & Co., 

1993 

 

  

 

Faust, Karl 

Irving 

 

 

Campaigning in the 

Philippines: 

Illustrated 

 

 

San Francisco: 

Hicks-Judd Co., 

1899 

  

 

Ostertag, 

John A. 

 

 

Fighting Twentieth: 

History and Official 

Souvenir of the 

Twentieth Kansas 

Regiment 

 

 

St. Joseph, MO: 

The author, 1989 
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Charles H., 

III, and Louis 

R. Sadler 

 

 

The Great Call-Up: 

The Guard, the 

Border, and the 

Mexican Revolution 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2015 

  

 

Haulsee, 

William 

Mitchell 

 

 

Soldiers of the Great 

War. Three volumes 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: Soldiers 

Record Pub. 

Assoc., 1920 

 

  

 

Hoyt, Charles 

B.; comp. 

Charles B. 

Lyon, Jr. 

 

 

Heroes of the 

Argonne: An Authentic 

History of the Thirty-
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Kansas City, 

MO: Franklin 

Hudson Pub. Co., 

1919 

  

 

Kansas 

Adjutant 

Generalôs 

Office 

 

 

Kansas Troops in the 

Volunteer Services of 

the United States in 

the Spanish and 

Philippine Wars 

 

 

Topeka: W.Y. 

Morgan, 1900 
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Clair 
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Exermont: A History 

of the Thirty-fifth 

Division of the United 

States Army 

 

 

St. Louis: Guard 

Pub. Co., 1919 

 

  

 

Kennedy, 

David M. 

 

 

Over Here: The First 

World War and 

American Society 

 

 

New York: 

Oxford U. Press, 

1980 

  

 

May, Glenn 

Anthony 

 

 

Battle for Batangas: A 

Philippine Province at 

War 

 

 

New Haven: 

Yale U. Press, 

1991 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Linn, Brian 

McAllister 

 

 

The Philippine War, 

1899-1902 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

2000 

 

  

 

The U.S. Army and 

Counterinsurgency in 

the Philippine War, 

1899-1902 

 

 

Chapel Hill: U. 

of North Carolina 

Press, 1989 

  

 

Reed, John 

Scott 

 

 

The U.S. Volunteers in 

the Southern 

Philippines: 

Counterinsurgency, 

Pacification, and 

Collaboration, 1899-

1901 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

2020 

 

  

 

Schrantz, 

Ward; ed. 

Jeffrey L. 

Patrick 

 

 

A Machine-Gunner in 

France: The Memoirs 

of Ward Schrantz, 

35th Division, 1917-

1919 

 

 

Denton: U. of 

North Texas 

Press, 2019 
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Silby, David 

J. 

 

 

A War of Frontier and 

Empire: The 

Philippine-American 

War, 1899-1902 

 

 

New York: Hill 

and Wang, 2007 

 

  

 

Stout, Joseph 

B. 

 

 

Border Conflict: 

Villistas, 

Carrancistas, and the 

Punitive Expedition, 

1915-1920 

 

 

Fort Worth: 

Texas Christian 

U. Press, 1999 

  

 

U.S. Army 

Adjutant-

Generalôs 

Office 

 

 

Correspondence 

Relating to the War 

with Spain and 

Conditions Growing 

Out of the Same: 

Including the 

Insurrection in the 

Philippine Islands 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: 

Government 

Printing Office, 

1902 

 

  

 

Wright, 

William M.; 

ed. Robert H. 

Ferrell 

 

 

Meuse-Argonne 

Diary: A Division 

Commander in World 

War I 

 

 

Columbia: U. of 

Missouri Press, 

2004 

 

  

Kansas Studies 
Author(s) Title Publication Notes Location 

 

Athearn, 

Roger G. 

 

 

In Search of Canaan: 

Black Migration to 

Kansas, 1879-80 

 

 

Lawrence: 

Regents Press of 

Kansas, 1978 

 

  

 

Ayres, Carol 

Dark 

 

 

Lincoln and Kansas: 

Partnership for 

Freedom 

 

 

Manhattan, KS: 

Sunflower U. 

Press, 2001 

 

Chronicles Abraham 

Lincolnôs brief visit 

to Leavenworth in 

December 1859, with 

additional historical 

context from primary 

sources. 

 

CC 
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Bader, Robert 

Smith 

 

 

The Great Kansas 

Bond Scandal 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1982 

 

  

CC 

 

Hayseeds, Moralizers, 

and Methodists: The 

Twentieth-Century 

Image of Kansas 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1998 

 

  

CC 

 

Barry, Louise 

 

 

The Beginning of the 

West: Annals of the 

Kansas Gateway to 

the American West, 

1540-1854 

 

 

Topeka: Kansas 

State Historical 

Society, 1972 

 

  

CC 

 

Baughman, 

Robert W. 

 

 

Kansas Post Offices. 

May 29, 1828-August 

3, 1961 

 

 

[Topeka]: Kansas 

Portal Historical 

Society, 1961 

 

  

 

Blackburn, 

Forrest R., ed. 

 

 

Kansas and the West: 

Bicentennial Essays in 

Honor of Nyle H. 

Miller  

 

 

Topeka: Kansas 

State Historical 

Society, 1976 

 

  

CC 

 

Blanchard, 

Leola Howard 

 

 

Conquest of Southwest 

Kansas: A History and 

Thrilling Stories of 

Frontier Life in the 

State of Kansas 

 

 

Wichita, KS: 

Wichita Eagle 

Press, 1931; 

Garden City, KS: 

Finney County 

Historical 

Society, 1989 

(Reprint) 

 

A history of the 

settlement of 

southwestern Kansas, 

including the Santa 

Fe Trail, the Fort 

HaysïFort Dodge 

trail, and Garden City 

and Finney County. 

Much of the material 

was gleaned from 

interviews with 

pioneers. 

 

CC 

 

Connelley, 

William Elsey 

 

 

A Standard History of 

Kansas and Kansans. 

Five volumes 

 

Chicago: Lewis 

Pub. Co., 1918 
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Cordley, 

Richard 

 

 

Pioneer History in 

Kansas 

 

 

Boston: Pilgrim 

Press, 1903 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dary, David 

 

 

More True Tales of 

Old-Time Kansas 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1987 

 

A follow-up to True 

Tales, this is a 

collection of 41 

narratives concerning 

interesting people 

and events in Kansas 

history, including 

William Becknell, 

Lizzie Johnson 

Williams, and Horace 

Greeley. 

 

CC 

 

True Tales of Old-

Time Kansas 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1984 

 

A compilation of 31 

narratives on notable 

people, animals, and 

events of the territory 

and state of Kansas, 

including Bill Cody, 

the Dalton gang, 

William Quantrill, 

and Frederic 

Remington. 

 

CC 

 

DeArment, 

Robert K. 

 

 

Ballots and Bullets: 

The Bloody County 

Seat Wars of Kansas 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2006 

 

A well-researched 

study of the politics 

and violence that 

occurred during the 

process to organize 

counties in western 

Kansas. DeArment 

examines the life-

and-death struggles 

between 

communities, and 

emphasizes the 

importance of county 

seats to land 

speculators, town 

promoters, and 

railroad companies. 

 

CC 
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Drago, Harry 

Sinclair 

 

Wild, Woolly, and 

Wicked: The History 

of the Kansas Cow 

Towns and the Texas 

Cattle Trade 

 

 

New York: 

Clarkson N. 

Potter, 1960 

A history of Kansas 

cow towns such as 

Abilene, Ellsworth, 

and Dodge City, and 

notable figures 

including Jesse 

Chisholm, Wild Bill 

Hickok, John Wesley 

Hardin, Ben 

Thompson, and 

Wyatt Earp. 

 

CC 

 

Dykstra, 

Robert R. 

 

 

The Cattle Towns: A 

Social History of the 

Kansas Cattle Trading 

Centers: Abilene, 

Ellsworth, Wichita, 

Dodge City, and 

Caldwell, 1867 to 

1885 

 

New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf, 

1968; rpt. 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1983 

 

A classic study of 

railroad cattle towns 

in Kansas, 

particularly notable 

for developing the 

themes of conflict 

and social, 

ethnocultural, and 

economic cleavage in 

frontier communities. 

Dykstra asserts 

conflict and 

cooperation were 

equally necessary for 

ambitious towns. 

 

CC 

 

Einsel, Mary 

 

 

Stagecoach West to 

Kansas: True Stories 

of the Kansas Plains 

 

 

Boulder: Pruett 

Pub. Co., 1970 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Fitzgerald, 

Daniel 

 

 

Faded Dreams: More 

Ghost Towns of 

Kansas 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1994 

 

 

A collection of brief 

sketches concerning 

106 nearly forgotten 

towns in Kansas. 

 

CC 

 

Ghost Towns of 

Kansas: A Travelerôs 

Guide 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1988 

 

A travelerôs guide of 

100 settlements that 

have disappeared 

from the landscape. 

 

CC 
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Fleharty, 

Eugene D., 

and Gary K. 

Hulett 

 

 

Death on the Western 

Frontier: Kansas, 

1875-1879 

 

 

Manhattan, KS: 

Sunflower U. 

Press, 2000 

 

 

 

 

CC 

 

Freeman, 

George Doud; 

ed. Richard L. 

Lane 

 

 

Midnight and 

Noonday; or, The 

Incidental History of 

Southern Kansas and 

the Indian Territory, 

1871-1890 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1984 (Reprint) 

An edited and 

annotated first-person 

account of Caldwell, 

Kansas, and the 

surrounding region. 

The original work 

suffered from 

historical 

inaccuracies and poor 

organization, but the 

revised edition has 

improved readability 

and usefulness. 

 

CC 

 

Gates, Paul 

Wallace 

 

 

Fifty Million Acres: 

Conflicts Over Kansas 

Land Policy, 1854-

1890 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1997 

 

  

 

Gladstone, 

Thomas H. 

 

 

The Englishman in 

Kansas; or, Squatter 

Life and Border 

Warfare 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1971 

 

  

CC 

 

Hale, Edward 

Everett 

 

 

Kanzas and Nebraska: 

The History, 

Geographical, and 

Physical 

Characteristics, and 

Political Position of 

Those Territories; An 

Account of the 

Emigrant Aid 

Companies and 

Directions to 

Emigrants 

 

 

Boston: Phillips, 

Sampson & Co., 

1854 

 

 

The first and for a 

time most 

authoritative 

narrative history on 

Kansas and 

Nebraska. 

 

CC 
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Haywood, C. 

Robert 

 

 

Victorian West: Class 

and Culture in Kansas 

Cattle Towns 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1991 

 

  

CC 

 

Hoard, Robert 

J., and 

William E. 

Banks, eds. 

 

 

Kansas Archaeology 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

2006 

 

  

CC 

 

Hoy, James F. 

 

 

Flint Hills Cowboys: 

Tales from the 

Tallgrass Prairie 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

2006 

 

A treatment of the 

Flint Hills cattle 

country and the 

cowboys who live 

there. The work is a 

blend of history, 

folklore, and 

reminiscences. 

 

CC 

 

Ise, John 

 

 

Sod and Stubble: The 

Story of a Kansas 

Homestead 

 

 

New York: 

Wilson-Erickson, 

1936; rpt. 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1967,  Lawrence: 

U. Press of 

Kansas, 1996 

 

Written by a 

Harvard-trained 

economist, the work 

is the best family and 

social history of 

pioneer life on the 

American plains. The 

newest edition adds 

extensive notes, four 

unpublished chapters, 

and photographs of 

key characters that 

significantly enrich 

the narrative. 

 

CC 

 

 

 

 

Krumrey, 

Kate Warner 

 

 

Saga of Sawlog 

 

 

Denver: Big 

Mountain Press, 

1965 

 

A history of life in 

Ford County during 

its frontier heyday, 

with mentions of 

peace officers and 

outlaws. 

 

CC 

 

Sequel to Sawlog 

 

 

North Newton: 

Mennonite Press, 

1969 

 

  



 

 

181 

 

 

Lathrop, 

Amy, comp. 

 

 

Tales of Western 

Kansas 

 

 

Kansas City, 

MO: LaRue 

Printing Co., 

1948 

 

  

 

Lee, Wayne 

C. 

 

 

Deadly Days in 

Kansas 

 

 

Caldwell, ID: 

Caxton Press, 

1997 

 

  

CC 

 

Lee, Wayne 

C., and 

Howard C. 

Raynesford 

 

 

Trails of the Smoky 

Hill: From Coronado 

to the Cow Towns 

 

Caldwell, ID: 

Caxton Printers, 

1980 

 

 

The standard history 

of the Smoky Hill 

Trail from its origin 

in Atchison to its 

terminus in Denver. 

 

CC 

 

Linville, 

Leslie 

 

 

The Smoky Hill Valley 

and Butterfield Trail 

 

 

Colby, KS: 

LeRoyôs 

Printing, 1974 

 

 

A history of the 

Smoky Hill River 

Valley. 

 

CC 

 

Linville, 

Leslie, and 

Bertha 

Linville  

 

 

Tales of the Smoky 

Hill  

 

Colby, KS: 

LeRoyôs 

Printing, 1989 

 

  

 

McNeal, 

Thomas Allen 

 

 

When Kansas was 

Young 

 

New York: 

Macmillan Co., 

1922 

 

  

CC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miller, Nyle 

H., and 

 

Great Gunfighters of 

the Kansas Cowtowns, 

1867-1886 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1967 

 

An excellent 

chronicle of twenty-

one prominent 

cowtown figures 

based on 

contemporaneous 

sources. The authors 

focus on Abilene, 

Hays, Newton, 

Ellsworth, Wichita, 

Dodge City, and 

Caldwell. 

 

CC 



 

 

182 

 

Joseph W. 

Snell 

 

 

Why the West Was 

Wild: A Contemporary 

Look at the Antics of 

Some Highly 

Publicized Kansas 

Cowtown 

Personalities 

 

 

Topeka: Kansas 

State Historical 

Society, 1963 

 

 

A collection of 57 

biographical sketches 

of Kansas cowtown 

celebrities utilizing 

period newspapers, 

police records, and 

correspondence. 

 

CC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miner, H. 

Craig 

 

 

 

Next Year Country: 

Dust to Dust in 

Western Kansas, 

1890-1940 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

2006 

 

Something of a 

sequel to West of 

Wichita, this book 

examines the history 

of a 60-county area in 

western Kansas by 

drawing on 

newspaper stories 

and editorials as well 

as manuscript 

collections. Miner 

demonstrates how 

ordinary people of 

the high plains face 

social and economic 

changes through 

ñpatience, hope, and 

temperance.ò 

 

CC 

 

West of Wichita: 

Settling the High 

Plains of Kansas 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1986 

 

Outstanding social 

history that validates 

the importance of 

focusing on a 

particular sub-region, 

in this case exploring 

in depth the 

settlement process 

enacted by ordinary 

people. Blending 

gritty personal 

narratives with 

quantitative data, 

Miner demonstrates 

the grim realities of 

homesteading, 

including the 

prevalence of death. 

 

CC 



 

 

183 

 

 

Wichita: The Early 

Years, 1865-80 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1982 

 

  

CC 

 

National Park 

Service 

 

 

Promised Land on the 

Solomon: Black 

Settlement at 

Nicodemus, Kansas 

 

 

Washington, 

D.C.: 

Government 

Printing Office, 

1986 

 

  

 

OôNeal, Bill 

 

 

Caldwell in the 1870s 

and 1880s: The Rowdy 

Years of the Border 

Queen 

 

 

Carthage, TX: B. 

OôNeal, 1994 

A history of the town 

that was, among 

other things, the last 

railhead on the 

Chisholm Trail and a 

starting point for the 

Cherokee Strip Land 

Rush. 

 

CC 

 

Painter, Nell 

Irvin 

 

 

Exodusters: Black 

Migration to Kansas 

After Reconstruction 

 

 

New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf, 

1977 (Reprint) 

 

  

CC 

 

Richmond, 

Robert W. 

 

 

Kansas: A Land of 

Contrasts 

 

St. Charles, MO: 

Forum Press, 

1974; Arlington 

Heights, IL: 

Forum Press, 

1989 (3rd ed.); 

Wheeling, IL: 

Davidson, 1999 

(4th ed.) 

 

 

A classic survey of 

Kansas history from 

prehistory to the date 

of publication. 

 

BL; CC 



 

 

184 

 

 

Riney-

Kehrberg, 

Pamela 

 

 

Rooted in Dust: 

Surviving Drought and 

Depression in 

Southwestern Kansas 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1994 

 

A grassroots history 

treating the farmers 

who remained in 

southwestern Kansas 

through the Dust 

Bowl. The author 

challenges the notion 

they were wanton 

destroyers of a fragile 

environment and 

asserts the farming 

families endured 

through perseverance 

and dogged 

optimism. 

 

BL; CC 

 

SenGupta, 

Gunja 

 

 

For God and 

Mammon: 

Evangelicals and 

Entrepreneurs, 

Masters and Slaves in 

Territorial Kansas, 

1854-1860 

 

 

Athens: U. of 

Georgia Press, 

1996 

 

  

 

Shortridge, 

James R. 

 

 

Peopling the Plains: 

Who Settled Where in 

Frontier Kansas 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

1995 

  

CC 

 

University of 

Kansas 

 

 

Territorial Kansas: 

Studies 

Commemorating the 

Centennial 

 

 

Lawrence: 

University of 

Kansas Pub., 

Social Science 

Studies, 1954 

 

  

 

Verckler, 

Stewart P. 

 

 

Cowtown-Abilene: 

The Story of Abilene, 

Kansas, 1867-1875 

 

 

New York: 

Carlton Press, 

1961 

 

  

CC 



 

 

185 

 

 

Vestal, 

Stanley 

 

 

Queen of Cowtowns: 

Dodge City, ñThe 

Wickedest Little City 

in America,ò 1872-

1886 

 

 

New York: 

Harper & Bros., 

1952; Lincoln: 

U. of Nebraska 

Press, 1972 

 

 

An entertaining, 

anecdotal history of 

the town that 

discusses the colorful 

characters who 

comprised its 

citizenry. A major 

weakness is an 

overreliance on 

Stuart Lakeôs 

unreliable biography 

of Wyatt Earp. 

 

CC 

 

 

 

Warden, 

Ernest A. 

 

 

Thrilling Tales of 

Kansas 

 

 

Wichita: Wichita 

Eagle, 1932 

 

  

CC 

 

Thrilling Tales of 

Kansas, from 1873 to 

1938 

 

 

Wichita: Wichita 

Eagle, 1938 

  

 

Warren, Kim 

Carey 

 

 

The Quest for 

Citizenship: African 

American and Native 

American Education 

in Kansas, 1880-1935 

 

 

Chapel Hill: U. 

of North Carolina 

Press, 2010 

 

  

CC 

Law 
Author(s) Title Publication Notes Location 

 

Burkey, 

Blaine E. 

 

 

Wild Bill Hickok, The 

Law in Hays City 

 

 

Fort Hays, KS: 

Thomas More 

Prep, 1975 (Rev. 

ed.) 

 

  

CC 

 

DeArment, 

Robert K. 

 

 

Assault on the 

Deadwood Stage: 

Road Agents and 

Shotgun Messengers 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

2011 

 

  



 

 

186 

 

 

De Veny, 

William  

 

 

The Establishment of 

Law and Order on 

Western Plains 

 

 

Portland, OR: 

Optimist Print, 

1915 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drago, Harry 

Sinclair 

 

 

 

The Legend Makers: 

Tales of the Old-Time 

Peace Officers and 

Desperadoes of the 

Frontier 

 

 

New York: 

Dodd, Mead & 

Co., 1975 

 

  

 

Outlaws on 

Horseback: The 

History of the 

Organized Bands of 

Bank and Train 

Robbers Who 

Terrorized the Prairie 

Towns of Missouri, 

Kansas, Indian 

Territory, and 

Oklahoma for Half a 

Century 

 

 

New York: 

Dodd, Mead & 

Co., 1964 

 

  

 

Road Agents and 

Train Robbers, Half a 

Century of Western 

Banditry 

 

 

New York: 

Dodd, Mead & 

Co., 1973 

 

  

 

Ellis, Mark R. 

 

 

Law and Order in 

Buffalo Billôs Country: 

Legal Culture and 

Community on the 

Great Plains, 1867-

1910 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

2007 

 

  



 

 

187 

 

 

Gates, Paul 

Wallace 

 

 

History of Public Land 

Law Development 

 

 

Washington, DC: 

Public Land Law 

Review 

Commission, 

1968 

 

  

 

Hume, James 

B., and John 

N. Thacker; 

ed. R. 

Michael 

Wilson 

 

 

Wells, Fargo & Co. 

Stagecoach and Train 

Robberies, 1870-1884: 

The Corporate Report 

of 1885 with 

Additional Facts 

About the Crimes and 

Their Perpetrators 

 

 

Jefferson, NC: 

McFarland & 

Co., 2010 

 

  

 

James, John 

T. 

 

 

The Benders in 

Kansas 

 

 

Pittsburg, KS: 

Mostly Books, 

1995 (Reprint) 

 

The author served as 

defense counsel for 

the ñBender 

Women,ò and this 

account offers an 

insiderôs 

understanding into 

their trial. James 

makes full use of 

period newspaper 

accounts, witness 

testimony, and the 

folklore that 

surrounded this 

infamous case. 

 

CC 

 

Kelly, Henry 

Bascom 

 

 

No Manôs Land: An 

Address Delivered 

before the Kansas 

State History Society, 

in Topeka, February 

11, 1889 

 

 

Topeka: Kansas 

Pub. House, 1889 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Great American 

Outlaw: A Legacy of 

Fact and Fiction 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1993 

 

  



 

 

188 

 

Prassel, Frank 

Richard 

 

 

The Western Peace 

Officer: A Legacy of 

Law and Order 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1972 

 

 

The classic study on 

the development of 

law enforcement in 

the American West. 

 

 

Smith, Robert 

Barr 

 

 

Daltons!: The Raid on 

Coffeyville, Kansas 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1996 

 

An account of the 

infamous gangôs 

attempt to 

simultaneously rob 

two banks. While 

demonstrating the 

Daltons were 

common thieves 

operating out of their 

depth, Smith pursues 

a new avenue of 

study by focusing on 

the townsmen who 

thwarted the outlaws. 

 

CC 

 

Warden, 

Ernest A. 

 

 

Infamous Kansas 

Killers 

 

 

Wichita: McGuin 

Pub. Co., 1944 

  

 

Wilson, R. 

Michael 

 

Great Stagecoach 

Robberies of the Old 

West 

 

 

Guilford, CT: 

TwoDot, 2007 

 

  

 

Wunder, John 

R., and Joann 

M. Ross 

 

 

The Nebraska-Kansas 

Act of 1854 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

2008 

 

  

Literature  
Author(s) Title Publication Notes Location 

 

Adams, Andy 

 

 

Log of a Cowboy: A 

Narrative of Old Trail 

Days 

 

 

Boston: 

Houghton 

Mifflin Co., 1903 

 

The classic work on 

cattle drives, which 

depicts a composite 

trek from the Rio 

Grande to Montana. 

Contemporary 

Western novels can 

trace their roots in 

part to Adamsôs 

fictionalized account. 

 



 

 

189 

 

 

Anderegg, 

Michael 

 

 

Lincoln and 

Shakespeare 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

2015 

 

  

 

Aquila, 

Richard 

 

 

Wanted Dead or 

Alive: The American 

West in Popular 

Culture 

 

 

Urbana: U. of 

Illinois Press, 

1996 

 

  

 

Bill, Edward 

Elijah 

 

 

High Plains and 

Broad Prairies: A 

Saga in Six Cantos 

 

 

Garden City, KS: 

Elliott Printers, 

1966 

 

  

CC 

 

Bold, 

Christine 

 

 

Selling the West: 

Popular Western 

Fiction, 1860 to 1960 

 

 

Bloomington: 

Indiana U. Press, 

1987 

 

  

 

Boynton, 

Percy Holmes 

 

 

The Rediscovery of the 

Frontier 

 

 

Chicago: U. of 

Chicago Press, 

1931 

 

  

 

Brooks, Noah 

 

 

The Boy Settlers: A 

Story of Early Times 

in Kansas 

 

 

New York: 

Charles 

Scribnerôs Sons, 

1891 

 

  

 

Buntline, Ned 

(E.Z.C. 

Judson) 

 

 

Buffalo Bill and His 

Adventures in the West 

 

 

New York: 

Ogleby & Co., 

1886 

A fictionalized 

account of Buffalo 

Bill Codyôs real-life 

exploits, and a good 

example of the dime 

novels that 

popularized the 

glamorous 

mythology of the 

Wild West. 

 

CC 



 

 

190 

 

 

Cather, Willa 

 

 

My Antonia 

 

Boston: 

Houghton 

Mifflin Co., 1918 

 

One of the most 

celebrated novels of 

the Great Plains, the 

book tells the story of 

a Bohemian 

immigrant girl as she 

grows up on the stark 

yet stunning flatlands 

of Nebraska. 

 

CC 

 

Cooper, 

James 

Fenimore 

 

 

The Last of the 

Mohicans: A 

Narrative of 1757 

 

 

New York: 

Literary Classics 

of the United 

States, 1985 

 

One in a series of 

romantic stories that 

serve as a precursor 

to dime novels and 

the subsequent 

Western literary 

genre. 

 

BL 

 

Crane, 

Stephen 

 

 

The Red Badge of 

Courage, and Other 

Stories 

 

 

New York: 

Dodd, Mead & 

Co., 1957 

 

  

BL 

 

Eastman, 

Edwin 

 

 

Seven and Nine Years 

Among the Comanches 

and Apaches: An 

Autobiography 

 

 

Jersey City, NJ: 

Clark Johnson, 

1874 

 

While presented as 

an autobiographical 

work, the book is 

actually a fictitious 

account designed to 

sell patent medicines. 

 

CC 

 

Edison, John 

Olin 

 

 

Tennyson in America, 

His Reputation and 

Influence from 1827 to 

1858 

 

 

Athens: U. of 

Georgia Press, 

1943 

 

  

 

Faulkner, 

William 

 

 

The Unvanquished 

 

 

New York: 

Vintage Books, 

1938 

 

  

BL 

 

Flanagan, 

John 

Theodore, ed. 

 

 

America is West: An 

Anthology of 

Middlewestern Life 

and Literature 

 

 

Minneapolis: U. 

of Minnesota 

Press, 1945 

 

  

BL 



 

 

191 

 

 

Frazier, Ian 

 

 

Great Plains 

 

New York: 

Farrar / Straus / 

Giroux, 1989 

 

A modern-day 

travelerôs narrative 

organized into 

thematic chapters, 

several of them being 

excellent reflections. 

Full of factual 

inaccuracies, but 

witty and 

representative of the 

ongoing romance 

with the Great Plains 

landscape. 

 

CC 

 

Georgi-

Findlay, 

Brigitte 

 

 

The Frontiers of 

Womenôs Writing: 

Womenôs Narratives 

and the Rhetoric of 

Westward Expansion 

 

 

Tucson: U. of 

Arizona Press, 

1996 

 

  

 

Hampsten, 

Elizabeth 

 

 

Read This Only to 

Yourself: The Writing 

of Midwestern 

Woman, 1880-1910 

 

 

Bloomington: 

Indiana U., 1982 

  

 

Harte, Bret; 

comp. 

Wilhelina 

Harper and 

Aimee M. 

Peters 

 

 

Best of Bret Harte 

 

 

Boston: 

Houghton 

Mifflin, 1947 

 

  

BL 

 

Harvey, 

Charles M. 

 

 

The Dime Novel in 

American Life 

 

Boston: 

Houghton, 

Mifflin and Co., 

1907 

 

  

 

Hazard, Lucy 

Lockwood 

 

 

Frontier in American 

Literature 

 

 

New York: 

Thomas Y. 

Crowell, 1927 

 

  



 

 

192 

 

 

Hill, Esther 

Clark 

 

 

The Call of Kansas: 

and Other Verses 

 

 

Chanute: Tribune 

Pub, 1914 

 

  

CC 

 

Hill, Pamela 

Smith 

 

 

Laura Ingalls Wilder: 

A Writerôs Life 

 

Pierre: South 

Dakota State 

Historical 

Society Press, 

2008 

 

Literary biography 

that chronicles her 

writing career and 

deftly clarifies the 

nature of her 

collaboration with 

daughter Rose Wilder 

Lane. 

 

 

Hobbs, 

Catherine, ed. 

 

 

Nineteenth-Century 

Women Learn to Write 

 

 

Charlottesville: 

U. of Virginia 

Press, 1995 

 

  

 

Hough, 

Emerson 

 

 

North of 36 

 

 

New York: D. 

Appleton & Co., 

1923 

 

A classic 

fictionalized account 

of the first cattle 

drive from Texas to 

Kansas. 

 

 

Hoy, James 

F., and Vada 

Snider 

 

 

Prairie Poetry: 

Cowboy Verse of 

Kansas 

 

 

Wichita: Wichita 

Eagle and 

Beacon Pub., 

1995 

 

A collection of 

cowboy verse 

composed by Kansas 

poets both 

contemporary and 

historic. 

 

CC 

 

Kowalewski, 

Michael 

 

 

Reading the West: 

New Essays on the 

Literature of the West 

 

 

New York: 

Cambridge U. 

Press, 1996 

  

 

Lee, Robert 

Edson 

 

 

From West to East: 

Studies in the 

Literature of the 

American West 

 

 

Urbana: U. of 

Illinois Press, 

1966 

 

  



 

 

193 

 

 

Martín, 

Alfredo Moro 

 

 

ñThe Western Before 

the Western: Sir 

Walter Scottôs 

Waverly (1814) as a 

Paradigm of Pre-

Western Fiction.ò In 

The New American 

West in Literature and 

the Arts. Ed. Amaia 

Lbarraran-Bigalondo 

 

 

New York: 

Routledge, 2020 

 

  

 

McCarter, 

Margaret Hill 

 

 

The Peace of the 

Solomon Valley 

 

 

Chicago: A.C. 

McClurg & Co., 

1911 (8th ed.), 

1915 (24th ed.), 

1919 (29th ed.) 

 

  

CC 

 

McGilchrist, 

Megan Riley 

 

 

 

ñMary Hallock 

Footeôs Reimagining 

of the Womanôs 

West.ò In The New 

American West in 

Literature and the 

Arts. Ed. Amaia 

Lbarraran-Bigalondo 

 

 

New York: 

Routledge, 2020 

 

  

 

Minton, 

Gretchen E. 

 

 

Shakespeare in 

Montana: Big Sky 

Countryôs Love Affair 

with the Worldôs Most 

Famous Writer 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 2020 

 

  

 

Moody, 

Margaret W. 

 

 

Smoky Hill Trail and 

Other Poems 

 

 

New York: 

Vantage Press, 

1955 

 

  

 

Pearson, Nels 

 

 

The Old Santa Fe 

Trail and Other 

Poems of the Plains 

 

 

Kansas City, 

MO: Burton Pub. 

Co., 1920 

 

  



 

 

194 

 

 

Pearsons, 

Edmund 

 

 

Dime Novels: Or, 

Following an Old 

Trail in Popular 

Literature 

 

 

Boston: Little, 

Brown & Co., 

1929 

 

  

 

Phifer, 

Charles 

Lincoln 

 

 

The Dramas of Kansas 

 

 

Giard, KS: L. 

Phifer, 1915 

 

  

CC 

 

Pike, Albert 

 

 

Prose, Sketches and 

Poems, Written in the 

Western Country 

 

 

Boston: Light 

and Horton, 1834 

 

  

 

Posey, 

Alexander 

Lawrence, 

Minnie H. 

Posey, and 

William Elsey 

Connelley 

 

 

Alex Posey, the Creek 

Indian Poet. The 

Poems of Alexander 

Lawrence Posey 

 

 

Topeka: Crane & 

Co., 1910 

 

  

 

Quantic, 

Diane Dufva 

 

 

The Nature of the 

Place: A Study of 

Great Plains Fiction 

 

 

Lincoln: U. of 

Nebraska Press, 

1995 

A survey of Great 

Plains literature that 

explores popular 

conceptions of 

westward expansion, 

which influenced the 

regionôs rich and 

durable literary 

heritage. 

 

 

Rutledge, 

Carol Brunner 

 

 

Dying and Living on 

the Kansas Prairie: A 

Diary 

 

 

Lawrence: U. 

Press of Kansas, 

2004 

 

  

BL 

 

Rye, Edgar 

 

 

The Quirt and the 

Spur: Vanishing 

Shadows of the Texas 

Frontier 

 

 

Chicago: W.B. 

Conkey Co., 

1909 

  



 

 

195 

 

 

Schweninger, 

Lee 

 

 

Listening to the Land: 

Native American 

Literary Responses to 

the Landscape 

 

 

Athens: U. of 

Georgia Press, 

2008 

 

  

 

Siebert, Diane 

 

 

Heartland 

 

New York: 

Thomas Y. 

Crowell, 1989 

 

  

BL 

 

Smith, 

Leonard K. 

 

 

Forty Days to Santa 

Fe 

 

 

Boston: Boston, 

Little & Co., 

1938 

 

  

 

Sonnichsen, 

Charles 

Leland, comp. 

and ed. 

 

 

The Laughing West: 

Humorous Western 

Fiction, Past and 

Present: An Anthology 

 

 

Athens, OH: 

Swallow Press / 

Ohio U. Press, 

1988 

 

  

 

Stryk, Lucien, 

ed. 

 

 

Heartland II: Poets of 

the Midwest 

 

 

De Kalb: 

Northern Illinois 

U. Press, 1975 

 

  

BL 

 

Stafford, 

William 

 

 

The Way It is: New 

and Selected Poems 

 

 

St. Paul: 

Greywolf Press, 

1988 

 

  

 

Steckmesser, 

Kent Ladd 

 

 

The Western Hero in 

History and Legend 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1997 

 

  

 

Steele, James 

W. 

 

 

The Sons of the 

Border, Sketches of 

the Life and People of 

the Far Frontier 

 

 

Topeka: 

Commonwealth 

Printing Co., 

1873 

 

  

CC 



 

 

196 

 

 

Stegner, 

Wallace E. 

 

 

Where the Bluebird 

Sings to the Lemonade 

Springs: Living and 

Writing in the West 

 

 

New York: 

Penguin, 1993 

 

  

 

Thacker, 

Robert 

 

 

The Great Prairie 

Fact and Literary 

Imagination 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 1989 

 

  

 

Twain, Mark 

 

 

Roughing It 

 

Hartford, CT: 

American Pub. 

Co., 1872 

 

  

 

Walker, 

Warren S. 

 

 

Leatherstocking and 

the Critics 

 

 

Chicago: Scott, 

Foresman and 

Co., 1965 

 

  

 

Western 

Literature 

Assoc. 

 

 

A Literary History of 

the American West 

 

 

Fort Worth: 

Texas Christian 

U. Press, 1987 

 

  

 

Wheeler, 

Edward L. 

 

 

Deadwood Dick: The 

Prince of the Road 

 

 

Beadle and 

Adams, 1877 

 

  

 

Wister, Owen 

 

 

The Virginian: A 

Horseman of the 

Plains 

 

 

New York: 

Macmillan Co., 

1902 

 

Along with Adamsôs 

semi-factual diary, 

Wisterôs novel 

established the 

literary conventions 

of Westerns. 

 

Native American Studies 
Author(s) Title Publication Notes Location 

 

Andrist, 

Ralph K.  

 

 

The Long Death: The 

Last Days of the 

Plains Indians 

 

 

New York: 

Macmillan Co., 

1964 

 

  

CC 



 

 

197 

 

 

Bailey, 

Garrick, ed. 

 

 

Traditions of the 

Osage: Stories 

Collected and 

Translated by Francis 

La Flesche 

 

 

Albuquerque: U. 

of New Mexico 

Press, 2010 

 

  

 

Bailey, Lynn 

Robinson 

 

 

Indian Slave Trade in 

the Southwest: A Study 

of Slavetaking and the 

Traffic of Indian 

Captives 

 

 

New York: 

Tower Pub., 

1966 

 

  

 

Bement, 

Leland C. 

 

 

Bison Hunting at 

Cooper Site: Where 

Lightning Bolts Drew 

Thundering Herds 

 

 

Norman: U. of 

Oklahoma Press, 

1999 

Description of a 

Folsom-age bison 

hunt site in 

northwestern 

Oklahoma, including 

the discovery of a 

Bison antiquas skull 

painted with red 

zigzag lines. This 

artifact is the oldest 

such object 

discovered in North 

America and the 

earliest known 

evidence of hunting 

ritual in the Plains 

region. 

 

 

Berlo, Janet 

Catherine 

 

 

Spirit Beings and Sun 

Dancers: Black 

Hawkôs Vision of the 

Lakota World 

 

 

New York: 

Braziller, 2000 

 

A study of 76 ledger 

drawings that 

illustrates an 

abundance of 

material culture and 

ceremonial and social 

behaviors. The author 

treats the work as art, 

rather than merely 

ethnography. 

 



 

 

198 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Berthrong, 

Donald J. 
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Indian Tribes. Report 
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of Indian Kansas 

 

 

Topeka: Kansas 

State Historical 

Society, 1991 

 

  

CC 



 

 

218 

 

 

 

 

 

Unrau, 

William E. 

 

 

The Kansa Indians: A 

History of the Wind 

People, 1673-1873 
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M. 

 

The Last Days of the 

Sioux Nation 

 

 

New Haven: 

Yale U. Press, 

2004 (2nd ed.) 

 

A classic work that 

traces the Lakotaôs 

arrival on the 

reservation, the 

subsequent Ghost 

Dance movement, 

and the final 
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of the state for 

generations. 

 

CC 

 

Blaine, 

Martha Royce 

 

 

The Pawnees: A 

Critical Bibliography 
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War of the Rebellion 

 

 

Des Moines: 
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Historical Register 

and Dictionary of the 

United States Army: 

from its Organization, 

September 29, 1789, 

to March 2, 1903. 

Two volumes 

 

 

Washington, 
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Bloomington: 

Indiana U. Press, 

1979 

 

  

 

Hunt, Roger 

D. 
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Alexandria, VA: 
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The Philosophy of the 

Western 

 

 

Louisville: U. of 
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