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Christian Fiction

Fiction that promotes Christian teachings or exemplifies a Christian way of life.

A sub-genre in which works of imaginative literature overtly draw on Christian themes, theology,
and social norms. In contrast to Bible fiction, Christian fiction does not always involve Biblical
events or characters. Novels may fit into the sub-genre based on an explicit Christian message
coupled with a depiction of the protagonist’s crisis of faith and/or spiritual growth. Classic
examples include Dante Alighieri’s Divine Comedy (c. 1321), Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury
Tales (1392), John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress (1678), Lew Wallace’s Ben-Hur: A Tale of
the Christ (1880), Lloyd C. Douglas’s The Robe (1942), C. S. Lewis’s The Screwtape Letters
(1942), Morris West’s The Shoes of the Fisherman (1963), and Leonard Wibberley’s The
Centurion (1966). While earlier works were generally consistent with the Christian worldview, the
twentieth century began to see the emergence of more heterodox examples, including Robert
Graves’s King Jesus (1946) and Nikos Kazantzakis’s The Last Temptation of Christ (1950).

Common Elements

Acceptance of the Bible as truth Redemption
Belief in the Resurrection Salvation
Dealing with dilemmas through faith in Persecution
Jesus Decency code
Biblical historicity Dissenting portrayals
Miracles Realistic depictions
God’s explicit presence Modern influences
Christian values Postmodern influences

Benefits of Reading

Provides readers with a stress reliever Offers readers new insights and
Presents encouraging and uplifting messages understanding regarding real people
Allows readers to observe people and their Increases readers’ empathy
interactions with God

Modern Literary Examples

At Home in Mitford (1996) by Jan Karon A Dance in Donegal (2021) by Jennifer
The Book of Strange New Things (2014) by Deibel
Michel Faber Gabriel’s Atonement (2015) by Vickie
McDonough






Christian Fiction

Gilead (2004) by Marilynne Robinson

In the Shadow of Jezebel (2014) by Mesu
Andrews

Piercing the Darkness (1989) by Frank E.
Peretti

The Prayer Box (2013) by Lisa Wingate

Iscariot (2013) by Tosca Lee

Long Way Gone (2016) by Charles Martin

Redemption (2002) by Gary Smalley and
Karen Kingsbury

Logos (2015) by John Neeleman

Return to Me (2013) by Lynn Austin

Lost in Darkness (2021) by Michelle Griep

The Shunning (1997) by Beverly Lewis

The Lost Letters of Pergamum (2003) by

The Testament of Mary (2012) by Colm

Ben Witherington I11 Toibin
Love Amid the Ashes (2011) by Mesu This Present Darkness (1986) by Frank E.
Andrew Peretti
Mary, Called Magdalene (2003) by Margaret A Voice in the Wind (1993) by Francine
George Rivers

Mist of Midnight (2015) by Sandra Byrd

The One You 're With (2021) by Lauren K.
Denton
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Jewish Fiction

Fiction that promotes Jewish practices and customs or exemplifies Judaism.

A sub-genre in which stories discuss Jewish themes or are written by Jewish authors. There exists
a massive corpus of Jewish literature, and the Barton Library will mostly restrict its acquisitions
in this area to Jewish American fiction. While some authors may resist being characterized as
“Jewish voices,” literary scholars have acknowledged a distinctive body and practice of writing on
Jewishness in America. This sub-genre depicts the struggles of immigrant life, the stable yet
estranged middle-class existence that ensued, and the trials of cultural acceptance. Abraham
Cahan’s The Rise of David Levinsky (1917), Henry Roth’s Call It Sleep (1934), Sholem
Aleichem’s Tevye’s Daughters (1949), Isaac Bashevis Singer’s The Family Moskat (1950),
Bernard Malamud’s The Assistant (1957), Leon Uris’s Exodus (1958), Philip Roth’s Goodbye,
Columbus (1959), Saul Bellow’s Herzog (1964) and Mr. Sammler’s Planet (1969), and Chaim
Potok’s The Chosen (1967) are classic examples.

Common Elements

Judaism Exile and return
Zionism Assimilation
Jewish sensibilities Resurgence of tradition
Jewish memory Anti-Semitism
Alienation Shared sense of history
Repentance and redemption Human frailties

Benefits of Reading

Offers readers a connection between past and Teaches readers how the Jewish identity has
present been shaped by history and events
Describes to readers the Jewish people’s
history and culture

Modern Literary Examples

4321 (2017) by Paul Auster The Cannibal Galaxy (1983) by Cynthia
The Autobiography of God (2004) by Ozick
Julius Lester Elijah Visible (1996) by Thane
Bad Jews and Other Stories (1999) by Rosenbaum
Gerald Shapiro Everything is llluminated (2002) by
Beware of God (2005) by Shalom Jonathan Safran Foer
Auslander






Fabulous Small Jews (2003) by Joseph
Epstein

Jewish Fiction

Mazel (1995) by Rebecca Goldstein

Forest Dark (2017) by Nicole Krauss

For the Relief of Unbearable Urges
(1999) by Nathan Englander

Nursey Crimes (2000) by Ayelet
Waldman

The German Money (2003) by Lev
Raphael

The Place Will Comfort You (2004) by
Naama Goldstein

An Hour in Paradise (2003) by Joan
Leegant

The Romance Reader (1995) by Pearl
Abraham

Seven Blessings (2003) by Ruchama King

The Illuminated Soul (2202) by Aryeh
Lev Stollman

The Shawl (1989) by Cynthia Ozick

In the Image (2002) by Dara Horn

Stories of an Imaginary Childhood (1992)
by Melvin Bukiet

Joy Comes in the Morning (2004) by
Jonathan Rosen

There Are Jews in My House (2003) by
Lara Vapnyar

Kaaterskill Falls (1998) by Allegra
Goodman

To the End of the Land (2010) by David
Grossman

The Ladies Auxiliary (1999) by Tova
Mirvis

Welcome to Heavenly Heights (2003) by
Risa Miller

The Matchmaker’s Gift (2022) by Lynda
Cohen Loigman

Witz (2010) by Joshua Cohen
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Religious Fiction

Fiction in which characters lose, find, or reaffirm their belief in a higher power.

A broad genre in which stories are inspired by religious texts, teachings, or practices. Protagonists
typically embark on a journey of faith, if not a physical or emotional trek. They have doubts,
beliefs, and questions regarding faith and morals, and work to resolve their internal conflicts. The
level of inspirational insight and depth into matters of theology and spirituality varies from novel
to novel. This genre can blend with others, such as detective and mystery fiction, historical
fiction, romance fiction, and thrillers. Thomas Mann’s Joseph in Egypt (1933), Sholem Asch’s
Nazarene (1939), Grace Livingston Hill’s Bright Arrows (1946), Frank G. Slaughter’s The Song
of Ruth (1954), and Paul Ilton’s The Last Days of Sodom and Gomorrah (1957) are classic
examples.

Common Elements

Sacrifice Deep meanings Allusions and
Passion Flawed but not symbolism
Sin irredeemable characters
Faith

Benefits of Reading

Improves readers’ knowledge of various
faiths and belief systems

Assists readers in their personal faith
journeys

Demonstrates to readers a variety of
religious themes and principles

Permits readers to see the strengths and
flaws of different faiths

Allows people to see the world, human
nature, and the cosmos in different ways

Modern Literary Examples

The Gospel According to the Son (1997)
by Norman Mailer

Queenmaker (2002) by India Edghill

Lights of Love (2001) by Roni S. Denholtz

Rebekah (2002) by Orson Scott Card

The Matzah Ball (2021) by Jean Meltzer

The Red Tent (1997) Anita Diamant

The Shack (2007) by William P. Young






