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I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:

POLS 1828

Course Title:


State and Local Government

Credit Hours:


3

Prerequisites:


None

Division/Discipline:

Liberal Arts and Sciences/Social Science/Political Science

Course Description:

A study of the principles of organization and practical operations of state, county, and city governments in the United States. Special emphasis will be given to current problems facing state and local governments.

II. CLASSROOM POLICY

Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education. The college assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is detrimental to the  College’s educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated. Learn the rules of, and avoid instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.

Anyone seeking an accommodation under provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify Student Support Services.

III. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

State and Local Government is an approved general education course at Barton Community College, which can be used to fulfill degree requirements as a breadth social science course in the social and behavioral sciences. This course transfers well and may be used to help fulfill credits and course requirements for general education at most Kansas Regent Universities.

However, general education requirements vary among institutions, and perhaps even among departments, collages or programs within an institution. Also, the requirements may change from time to time and without notification. Therefore, it shall be the student's responsibility to obtain relevant information from intended transfer institutions during his/her tenure at Barton Community College to insure that he/she enrolls in the most appropriate set of courses for the transfer program.

IV. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING / COURSE OUTCOMES
Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education. Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge. Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

This course is intended to teach students how:

1. To become responsible citizens.

2. To understand the importance of State and Local Governments.

Students will also learn about:

1. State and Local Government organization.

2. Political research.

V. COURSE COMPETENCIES

1. Describe the increased importance of the study of state and local government.

2. List the factors that account for the increased capacity of state and local government.

3. Describe the forces at work in the drive for efficiency, effectiveness, and equity in providing services in the state and local governments.

4. List the challenges that state and local governments face in their efforts to solve problems.

5. Describe the underlying importance of people in the study of the institutions, processes, and policies at the state and local level.

6. Describe the importance of understanding political culture and its effect in different regions of the country.

7. Explain the unique characteristics of the fifty-state system that will be tested as they are increasingly challenged to become the new heroes of American federalism.

8. Describe three organizational arrangements for sovereign governments, including federalism.

9. List the advantages and disadvantages of federalism.

10. Describe the historic debates among the Framers of the Constitution of 1787 over the allocation of powers between the states and the national government.

11. Describe the evolution of the nature of the relationship between national and state governments and the historic events and court decisions contributing to the changes.

12. Explain the manner in which local governments derive their powers within federalism.

13. Explain the differences among various types of intergovernmental transfers of money.

14. List the descriptive models used to portray the American federal system.

15. Describe the forces that cause the continuing shift in the balance of power and responsibility between the national government and the states.

16. List the contemporary irritants in intergovernmental relations and how they contribute to the further evolution of American federalism.

17. Describe how state constitutions are increasingly becoming more favorable to civil rights and civil liberties, and the basis for judicial federalism.

18. Explain the role of the state constitutions under the American system of dual constitutionalism.

19. Describe the origins of early state constitutions.

20. Explain why legislative supremacy was written into the original thirteen states' constitutions and why power has increasingly shifted toward state governors.

21. Describe the origins of and problems with long constitutions that follow a positive-law tradition.
22. List the essential elements in a state constitution according to the National Municipal League's Model State Constitution, which reflects a higher-law tradition.
23. Describe the methods for amending state constitutions.

24. Explain the increased importance of judicial review by state supreme courts and their increasing role as judicial activists.

25. Describe the status revising state constitutions since the Kestnbaum Commission Report.

26. Describe how and why people participate in American representative democracy.

27. Describe the struggle by women and African-Americans for the right to vote and current efforts to increase voting by all citizens.

28. List the variations in the primary election systems in the states and the reasons for the use of runoff elections in some states.

29. Describe the pattern of recent outcomes in the gubernatorial and legislative elections in the fifty states.

30. Explain the initiative, referendum, and recall at the state and local level.

31. List the various devices employed by state and local government to increase citizen participation.

32. Describe an ideal against which political parties in the United States might be measured.

33. Explain the organization of typical state political parties and the patterns and consequences of party competition in the states.

34. Describe the nature of interest groups and their role in influencing state and local governments.

35. List the role of lobbyists in the state capitols and efforts to establish ethical standards for them and legislators.

36. Describe the origins of political action committees (PACs), the nature of their increasing role in the states, and the efforts made by states to limit their power.

37. Explain the changing nature of political campaigning, the high costs of funding those campaigns, and the nature of efforts to avoid the excesses that arise from efforts to raise campaign money.

38. Describe the problems for the states and local government portended by the changes in political parties, interest groups, and political campaigns.

39. Describe the legislative functions of policymaking, representation, and oversight.

40. Explain the ideals and reality of legislative reform efforts in the recent past, how they have changed the legislative membership, and the genesis of present efforts to institute term limits.

41. Describe the history of drawing legislative districts and the effects of recent court decisions.

42. Explain the basic structure of state legislatures, their leadership, and their committee makeup.

43. Compare the motives for legislative behavior.

44. Describe how a bill becomes law in state legislatures.

45. Explain the nature of executive-legislative relations in the states.

46. Describe the concept of legislative oversight and the tools available to legislature to control executive agencies.

47. Explain the newly created states' reluctance to grant power to governors, the further weakening of executive power under Jacksonian democracy, and twentieth-century efforts to empower the governor.

48. Describe the increasing quality and level of experience of recent governors and the demands placed on them by their new role in reinvigorated states.

49. The reasons for and consequences of steadily rising gubernatorial campaign costs and the importance of incumbency and party strength in capturing the state house.

50. Describe the various roles in state government that governors fulfill.

51. List the formal powers available to governors and how they vary from state to state.

52. List the informal powers available to governors and the various ways governors may enhance those powers.

53. Describe the means by which governors can be removed from office.

54. Compare the roles of other key elected state executive branch officials.

55. Explain why government bureaucracy has often been criticized and used as a scapegoat, although it has improved the quality and capacity of state and local governments.

56. Describe the nature of the operating and capital budgetary processes, the traditional actors in budgeting, the five steps in the budget cycle, and the incremental nature of the budget process.

57. Describe the origins and nature of the federal merit system and its influence on state and local government personnel systems.

58. Explain the struggle among state and local governments to maintain a personal merit system at the same time they meet the challenges posed by affirmative action guidelines, cope with sexual harassment infractions, and react to efforts of government employees to unionize and seek collective bargaining rights.

59. Describe how elected political officials and career bureaucrat’s deal with the difficult relationship between administration and politics at the same time the civil servants are granted bureaucratic discretion, interact with clientele groups, and are expected to serve the public interest.

60. Describe how bureaucratic responsibility may be understood in objective, subjective and professional terms.

61. Explain how the increase in the numbers of professionals in government provides the advantages of increased bureaucratic responsiveness and raises concerns over specialization.

62. Explain how state and local government bureaucracies are improving as a result of efforts to "reinvent government," add to the quality of agency efforts by using 

63. Total Quality Management, encourages competition via privatization, and adopt new technologies to enhance performance.

64. Describe how the state court systems are divided into three areas - civil, criminal, and administrative.

65. Describe the structure of state court systems.

66. Explain the nature of the structural reform of state courts in the 1960s and 1970s that led to unified court systems in many states.

67. List the methods by which judges are selected and the means for their removal.

68. Compare the nature of judicial decision making and how civil and criminal cases are decided outside the courtroom.

69. Describe the new wave of judicial activism within the state courts.

70. Describe the new directions in state court reform.

71. Explain the theoretical explanations for community organization that describe the evolving role of local government.

72. Compare the difference between general-purpose and special-purpose governments.

73. Describe the general role of countries, the possible variations based on their urban/rural nature, and the different organizational structures of that level of government.

74. Explain how municipalities or cities are created and the three alternative structural types of city governments.

75. List the pressing issues facing city government.

76. List the nature of, and problems facing towns and townships.

77. Describe the role of special-purpose districts, their advantages, and the basis for uneasiness about their existence.

78. Explain the nature of the school district as a special type of single-purpose local government, its governance, and the concerns over unequal distributions of financial resources.

79. Describe the search for means of achieving interlocal cooperation.

80. List suggestions as to how to judge how well a community is governed.

81. Describe the strategies and factors that contribute to effective leadership and offer important lessons for local government officials.

82. Explain elite theory and pluralist theory, their conflicting explanations about whom runs local government, and the possible explanation for their divergent views.

83. Compare the differences between "strong" and "weak" mayors, the requisites for success irrespective of formal power, and the mayoral types that occupy the office.

84. Explain the successes and failures of African-American candidates in winning the mayor's race in major American cities and how they deracialize the campaign to be elected.

85. Describe the success of women in winning elections for the mayor's office.

86. List the roles and managerial types of city managers.

87. Describe the changing nature of city councils and the increasing racial, ethnic, and gender diversity of those legislative bodies.

88. Explain the nature and importance of policy innovation at the local level.

89. Explain the nature of authority and differing degrees to which it is granted to local governments by state governments.

90. Describe the purposes of state mandates, the complains made about them by local governments, and the increasing adoption by some states of mandate-reimbursement requirements.

91. 91.
Describe the organizations created by state governments to expand state understanding of the needs of local governments.

92. Describe the side effects of urbanization on local governments and what they and state government are doing while this is occurring.

93. Explain the alternative forms of specialized mini governments and regional governments or coordinating bodies that have been created to deal with sprawl associated with growing metropolitan areas.

94. Explain the nature of the state-local interaction that takes place in dealing with contemporary problems in providing affordable housing and repairing crumbling infrastructure.

95. Compare the variety of growth patterns in rural areas and the role that states might play in helping those with declining growth pattern.

96. Describe the current trend in rethinking state-local government relations brought about as states recognize his or her own resurgence is dependent on strong local governments.

97. Describe the interdependence and diversity of the various levels of American government in matters of finance.

98. List the criteria for evaluating the various means of levying taxes.

99. List the available types of state and local taxes and their advantages and disadvantages.

100. Describe the effects that constitutional and statutorial limits in the states have on indebtedness.

101. Explain the importance of revenue projections, the uses of day funds, and the part politics and other state and local financial management practices may play in fiscal planning.
102. List the means available to non-national governments for managing long-term debt obligations.

103. Describe the changing financial relationship between local government and the national and state governments.

104. Compare the varying economic fortunes of the states and regions.

105. Describe the waves of economic development strategies adopted by the non-national governments and the persistence of the competitive "smokestack chasing" model that dominated in the first wave.

106. Explain the politics of state and local economic development efforts, with their reliance on planning by governmental agencies and an increasing but controversial shift to private involvement.

107. Explain the nature of the current reliance on strategic planning in some states and more eclectic approaches in others as non-national government increasingly rely on promotional tools, such as travel and tourism, the arts, sports, and international trade, for economic development.

108. Describe the debate over the real impact of government actions intended to improve the economy, the extent to which expenditures are justifiable, and the questions raised as to who wins and who loses as a result of government actions.

109. Explain the nature of the debate over an economic development strategy of competitiveness among state and local governments versus cooperation.

110. Explain the importance of a health economy to the functioning of state and local governments and the risks and the rewards that face non-national governments engaged in economic development activities. 

111. Describe the size, cost, and importance of public education to Americans. 

112. Explain the nature and dimensions of the latest crisis in American education and the most widely recognized policy problems related to standards, students, and teachers.

113. Describe the political and financial pressures that led to the centralization of education policy in the states and the minimalist traditional federal role in education.

114. Explain the nature of the dominant policy coalition in the first half of the twentieth century, dubbed the "education establishment," and the reasons that coalition fractured.

115. Describe the new role played by governors and state legislatures in replacing the old coalition after it lost the public's confidence and the continuing part played by the courts in public education.

116. Describe the increasing involvement of the business community in terms of supporting improved public education programs and establishing its own training and education programs to rectify shortcomings in public schools.

117. List the comprehensive changes sought by reformers who advocate school choice and/or privatization of public schools.

118. Describe the extend of the states' successes and failures in dealing with the crisis in public education.

119. Compare the conflicting evidence as to the true extent of crime in the United States.

120. Describe the extent and costs of current intergovernmental effects in criminal justice.

121. Explain the role played by the various actors in state and local criminal justice systems.

122. List the options available in the states' approach to victimless crimes and capital punishment.

123. Describe the problems in correctional policy in the states that have arisen as a result of federal court intervention.

124. List the responses available to the states in their efforts to alleviate prison overcrowding.

125. Describe the nature of the investments in the prison systems in the states and the opportunities that must be forgone to make this investment.

126. List the major challenges facing state and local governments in dealing with crime and corrections as they struggle to balance other priorities.

127. Describe the extent of relative poverty in American and its intractability, and the meaning of the official term "poverty line."

128. Describe the history of various levels of government in welfare programs and the struggle between conservatives and liberals to define those programs.

129. Explain the three broad categories of welfare programs -- direct cash transfers, in-kind benefits, and social insurance -- and the individual programs within each category.

130. Explain the nature of innovation and experimentation with welfare programs by the state and local governments.

131. Explain the nature of the national health care crisis.

132. Describe the extent of state experimentation and innovation to provide universal health care coverage -- particularly that of Hawaii, Tennessee, and Oregon.

133. Describe the nature of the inevitable policy compromises necessary to balance environmental protection and economic growth.

134. Describe the history of environmental policymaking by the three levels of government.

135. Explain the impact of Reagan, Bush, and Clinton administrations on environmental protection.

136. List the problems posed by solid waste disposal and the options open to local and state governments in dealing with those problems.

137. Describe the problem of hazardous waste, the federal response to it, and the role-played by state governments.

138. List the types of nuclear waste and the particular problems posed by each in planning for its disposal, including a history of state efforts to form interstate compacts to deal with one of the types of waste -- low-level nuclear waste.

139. Explain the fact that American societal needs for energy and desire for environmental protection is often at odds.

140. Describe the growing awareness of the widespread equity problem posed by environmental and health problems imposed on minorities and the poor.

141. Describe the changing nature of responsibilities among federal, state, and local governments for environmental protection.

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS
VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION
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XI. COURSE OUTLINE
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