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State of the Kansas Economy & Budget

UNEMPLOYMENT IS DOWN REVENUES ARE UP STATE BUDGET IS 
STRUCTURALLY IMBALANCED 



Federal COVID Dollars

◦ Education COVID funding--HEERF, ESSRA, EANS…..MOE 
(Alphabet Soup of federal $ provided thus far and 
implications).
◦ MOE= Maintenance of Effort

◦ State and Local COVID funding– CARES, SPARK, ARP, 
SPARK 2.0 (Over a billion dollars at state level)



Why do you care….
CC funding from the state will be impacted greatly by all of 
these issues.

MOE funding- 1 time money

Tax Cuts--- No question if they will occur, question is what 
type and what size.  The type and size could impact local 
property tax dollars to the college and the State General 
Fund (SGF) available for the state to provide to the colleges.

Redistricting– Unlikely friends.



2021 Budget Priorities of Community Colleges

1.Fully fund SB 155- Carried over 1.1 million plus got an 
additional 8.3 million enhancement last year.  

2.Additional 2.0 million to fill tiered “Gap” (“Gap” is the 
amount the college is paid vs. what they are owed.)

3.Additional 4.0 million to fill the non-tiered “Gap” 

4.15.0 million for one time items needs.

ONGOING FUNDING NEEDS

MOE FUNDING (ONE TIME FUNDS)



Funding for Special Projects/ Non-
recurring Expenses/ Maintenance of 
Effort 1,210,000

Non-reoccurring expenses related to producing a more skilled 
and trained Kansas workforce which will include increasing 
apprenticeships to allow for each community college to 
develop a sustainable system as well as building industry 
partnerships for specialized training/apprenticeships for industry 
driven needs.

Funding for Special Projects/ Non-
recurring Expenses/ Maintenance of 
Effort 8,500,000

Non-recurring expenses related to training/re-training/up-skilling 
and the associated equipment necessary to support high 
demand, high wage, critical need occupations (specifically 
targeting fundamental Kansas industries and emerging 
occupations such as alternative energy and the technology 
needs of the Kansas economy identified in in the Kansas 
Blueprint for Growth)

Funding for Special Projects/ Non-
recurring Expenses/ Maintenance of 
Effort 4,940,000

One-time expenses targeting underserved and historically 
disadvantaged students (including returning citizens) divided 
evenly between each community college to increase access to 
collateral material and outreach in various languages and 
establish relationships with influencers in various ethnic 
communities and organizations with ties to historically 
disadvantaged populations.

Funding for Special Projects/ Non-
recurring Expenses/ Maintenance of 
Effort $350,000 

Facilitate a train the trainer system for FASFA completion to help 
address the needs of historically underserved and 
disadvantaged citizens including criminal justice involved 
returning citizens so that there are a cadre of people across the 
state able to assist students in accessing higher education.



Non-Budgetary Legislative Priorities
1. Promise Act Trailer Bill- To clarify legislative intent around program design and 

administration.

2. Anything that improves program to program transfer and articulation for 
students transferring from Kansas Community Colleges to Regents Universities.

3. Ensuring fair treatment of Community Colleges relating to funding formulas 
and priorities.

4. Ensuring that legislators understand that community colleges can work with 
any four-year institution at any-time and there is no need for further legislation 
in this area and that we are opposed to removing the legislature from this 
process.



Free College….is not free.





Have been working to express our concerns with 
state and federal officials.  There has been no 
interest from any legislator or other important 
elected officials at the state level to opt into this 
policy. 



Promise Act



Emerging Issues

◦ New Associates Degrees

◦ Governance vs. Coordination

◦ Transfer and Articulation

◦ Governors Education Council- Department of Corrections 10 million, childcare 
tax credit, work based learning.

◦ Advantage Kansas Coalition- Focus on computer science 

◦ KBOR/ KS State Board of Education Joint Meetings- Service Areas, FASFA 
Completion, First 15 hours
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