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The Upcoming Population Cliff



The Population Cliff

• U.S. population 
size is standing 
still, according 
to data from 
the U.S. Census 
Bureau. 

• Population 
growth is the 
lowest annual 
growth in U.S. 
History.

National

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2021/2021-population-estimates.html


Population Decline

• Kansas is one of 
thirteen states 
that has had a 
population 
decline in two 
of the last three 
years. Brookings.edu

Kansas

https://www.brookings.edu/research/u-s-population-growth-has-nearly-flatlined-new-census-data-shows/


Kansas Decline



The Falling Birthrate National

Forecast Number of US Children Births Per Mother Cohort

• National Birthrate down 
4% between 2019-2020 
Brookings.edu

• The drop is world-wide 
among high-income 
countries according to the 
The French Institute for 
Demographic Studies

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2021/05/24/will-births-in-the-us-rebound-probably-not/
https://www.ined.fr/en/everything_about_population/data/europe-developed-countries/fertility-indicators/


Falling Birthrate

• The birthrate drop 
was not caused by the 
Pandemic. However, it 
did have a negative 
effect on an already 
declining birthrate. 
Brookings.edu

• US birth data for 2020 
showed that births 
have been falling for 
more than a decade.

Pandemic Effect?

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2021/05/05/the-coming-covid-19-baby-bust-is-here/
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/vsrr/vsrr012-508.pdf


Birthrate Decline is Diverse
Birthrate is not a local, regional, demographic, or 
political issue. The top five decliners are very diverse 
in location and economics.



Positives & Demographics Current Effects

Lower population growth increases:
1. Economic opportunities for women 

and minority groups.
2. Exerts upward pressures on wages, 

especially for unskilled labor.
International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP)

Effects/Solutions at Barton:
1. Female and minority (Hispanic 

highlighted) enrollments have held or 
increased; male enrollment has 
dropped dramatically. KBOR Databook

2. Labor shortage and wage pressure 
factored in Barton salary increases.

https://www.niussp.org/education-work-economy/slower-population-growth-signals-successes-and-benefits/
https://www.kansasregents.org/resources/PDF/Data/2022_State_University_Data_Book/2022_Community_College_Data_Book_FINAL_REVISED042022.pdf


Future Sources of Growth?

The United Nations (2019) projects that 
the populations of 55 countries or areas 
will decrease by 1 percent or more 
between 2020 and 2050. However, the 
population of the United States, currently 
at 333 million, is projected to grow by 
nearly 14 percent, largely through 
immigration, to 379 million by 2050. 

Most likely, international students will 
become a source for growth in addition to 
growth in college-attending females and 
minorities listed on the previous page. 

National Center for Education Statistics (IPEDS)

https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/?id=154697


Dashboard
Updates

• 36 partners added

• 8 groups added

• Partner’s KPI metric 
visual updated

• 1085 Total
708 Unique

All Groups



Questions or 
Comments


